
Lesson 12 – Genesis 46-50 
 

Text:  Genesis 46-50 
 
Main Characters:  God, Joseph, Jacob  
 
Key Passages: 

- Genesis 49:8-12 – Judah’s blessing from Jacob; note the Messianic prophecy in verse 10. 
- Genesis 50:15-21 – Joseph forgives his brothers and repays good for their evil. 

 
Main Storyline: 

When Jacob heard that Joseph was alive in Egypt, he began travelling down to see his son.  On 
his way, God spoke to Jacob and reassured him that he would go down to Egypt, and that he would be 
made a great nation in Egypt.  When Jacob and his entire family arrived in Egypt, there were 70 
members of his household in Egypt.  Jacob was given the land of Goshen to raise animals.  

The seven years of famine continued, and the people of Egypt eventually ran out of money and 
could no longer buy grain from Joseph.  Joseph then allowed them to trade their livestock for grain, 
which allowed the people to barter enough grain for one year.  The next year, they had nothing left to 
offer but themselves and their land.  Joseph bought all the land of Egypt from the people and gave them 
seeds to grow their own food in exchange for 20% of the crop.  The people were pleased with this. 

Jacob was sick and nearing death, so Joseph went up to see him with his two sons, Manasseh 
and Ephraim.  Jacob told Joseph that his sons would be a part of the promise that God had given to him.  
He then asked Joseph to bring his two sons close to him so that he could bless them.  Joseph arranged 
his sons so that Jacob’s right hand would be on Manasseh (firstborn) and his left hand would be on 
Ephraim, as, traditionally, the right hand would be used to give the superior blessing on the firstborn.  
However, as they approached Jacob, he put his right hand on Ephraim and his left hand on Manasseh.  
Joseph tried to correct him, but Jacob explained that Ephraim would be greater than Manasseh.  Jacob 
also gave Joseph a double portion of the inheritance. 

Jacob then called his sons together in order to bless all of them.  Reuben, though full of honor 
and power, had slept with Bilhah (ch. 35), his father’s maid, and so he lost the right to the firstborn 
blessing.  Simeon and Levi had allowed their wrath to get the best of them, and they had killed the 
whole city of Shechem (ch. 34), so they, too, lost the firstborn blessing.  Judah was told that his brothers 
would bow down to him and that his descendents would be kings.  A Messianic prophecy was also made 
in verse 10 about his descendents (Shiloh, meaning peace).  Jacob went on to bless the rest of his sons 
as each one deserved.  Before he died, he requested to be buried in the cave of Machpelah. 

After Jacob died, Joseph had the Egyptian physicians embalm his body.  The entire land of Egypt 
mourned over Jacob for 70 days.  Joseph, his brothers, and many others carried him to Canaan and 
buried him in the cave of Machpelah, as he had requested.  After he was buried, Joseph’s brothers 
became fearful that Joseph would take vengeance on them for selling him into slavery.  Joseph told 
them that, though they meant it for evil against him, God meant it for good in order to save many 
people.  He comforted and treated his brothers kindly so that they would not be afraid.  Joseph lived for 
110 years in Egypt, but before he died, he asked for his bones to be brought back to Canaan one day.  
 
Lessons/Applications: 

1.) We need to forgive others for their sins against us as God forgives us for our sins. 
2.) Only God has the right to take vengeance on others for their sins (Psalm 94, Hebrews 10:30). 
3.) God can use bad situations and sin to bring about good. 
4.) Instead of taking vengeance, we need to be kind to those who wrong us (Romans 12:19-21). 


