
Lesson 10 – Genesis 37-39 
 

Text:  Genesis 37-39 
 
Main Characters:  God, Joseph, Reuben, Judah, Tamar, Potiphar 
 
Key Passages: 

- Genesis 38:26 – Judah recognizes his sin with Tamar. 
- Genesis 39:1-5, 19-23 – God blessed Joseph wherever he was (similar to Jacob). 

 
Main Storyline: 

Joseph, Jacob’s firstborn son by Rachel, was Jacob’s favorite son.  When he was 17 years old, 
Jacob gave Joseph a special coat (“coat of many colors,” or simply a long-sleeved coat) which perhaps 
signified that he was given a position of authority over his brothers in the field (an overseer).  Joseph 
was envied by his brothers because he was Jacob’s favorite.  He became even more hated later when he 
revealed that he had had two dreams which indicated that he would rule over his entire family. 

One day, Joseph was sent out to his brothers while they were taking care of the flocks.  When 
they saw Joseph approaching, they realized they had an opportunity to get rid of him for good.  At first, 
they were going to kill him, but Reuben suggested that they just throw him in a pit and leave him there, 
as he planned to rescue him later.  They threw him into the pit, as Reuben suggested, but later, at 
Judah’s suggestion, they sold Joseph for 20 shekels of silver to some passing traders.  Then they took his 
special coat, covered it in blood, and gave it to Jacob in order to make him believe that Joseph was dead. 

The story of Joseph is interrupted in Genesis 38 by the story of Judah and Tamar.  Judah had 
given Tamar to his firstborn son, Er.  Unfortunately, Er was evil, so God killed him.  Judah instructed his 
next oldest son, Onan, (as was the tradition) to take Tamar as his wife and bear children with her.  He 
refused to do this, and so he was killed as well.  Judah became afraid, and did not want to give his last 
son, Shelah, to Tamar, instead promising to give her Shelah after he grew up.  However, even then, he 
still did not give him to Tamar.  Tamar took revenge on Judah by disguising herself and tricking Judah 
into sleeping with her.  When it was found out that she was pregnant, Judah demanded that she be 
burned.  However, she showed Judah that he was the father, prompting Judah to admit his sin.  This 
story may be written to show the need for God to separate His people from the wicked Canaanites. 

Joseph, after being sold to the Midianites (Ishmaelites), was sold to Potiphar, a high-ranking 
Egyptian official.  God was with Joseph, and prospered him greatly in Potiphar’s house.  Joseph found 
great favor with Potiphar, who eventually put Joseph in charge of his entire house and all his belongings.  
Unfortunately, day after day, Potiphar’s wife tempted Joseph to sleep with her.  Joseph tried to reason 
with her, as he did not want to sin against Potiphar nor against God, but she persisted.  One day, she 
grabbed Joseph’s clothes and demanded him to sleep with her.  Joseph ran out of the house 
immediately, leaving his clothes in her hands.  She told everyone that Joseph had tried to rape her, and 
Joseph was thrown into prison.  However, even in prison, the Lord prospered Joseph greatly. 
 
Lessons/Applications: 

1.) Favoritism/partiality continues to cause huge problems within the family. 
2.) Do what is right while you have opportunity; you may not have it again (James 4:13ff). 
3.) We cannot do right and wrong simultaneously; we must choose one (Matthew 6:24). 
4.) Sometimes the world will behave more righteously than we do; we must correct this. 
5.) We must remember that our sins are not only against each other, but primarily against God. 
6.) When temptations arise, the best thing we can do is run away (Mark 9:43ff; 1 Corinthians 6:18). 
7.) If we are faithful, the Lord will prosper us no matter what situation we are in (Matthew 6:33-34). 


