
  

The Ministry of Christ 

Introduction to His teachings and Miracles 

Introduction 

It is possible that Jesus performed no miracles in Galilee (other than at Cana) be-
fore leaving to attend the Passover at Jerusalem. For this, we would interpret 
John’s, “Not many days” in Jn. 2:12, in the briefest sense and also interpret, “The 
second sign when He had come out of Judea into Galilee,” (Jn 4:54) to mean the 
second miracle performed in Galilee1. If all that is so, then He would have left 
quickly from Capernaum to attend the Passover at Jerusalem, making Himself 
known first in Judea where He had been baptized and not in Galilee where He was 
raised. We would likewise need to infer that it is the Galilean ministry and not His 
public ministry that Matthew refers to as beginning in Capernaum (Matt. 4:12–17). 
This view is supported by his statement in vs. 17 (and Mark’s in 1:14) that His 
miracles in Galilee began after John was taken into custody, an event which did 
not happened until well after Jesus’ other miracles, teachings and baptizing in and 
around Jerusalem and Samaria (cf. John 2:12–4:54 and note especially 3:23 in 
this context). 

On the other hand, if John 2:12 can be taken to mean, say, a few weeks, then Je-
sus could have begun His first teachings and miracles at Capernaum while sending 
His disciples to their homes to prepare their families for their permanent departure 
to join Him in His ministry before departing for Jerusalem. For since, while in Ju-
dea, His disciples were baptizing more than John’s (John 4:1–3), He certainly 
would have taken with Him from Galilee those disciples, which in the Synoptics, 
appear not to have been “chosen” until months after returning to Galilee. It would 
not have been difficult for Jesus to have quickly established sufficient reputation, 
before leaving for Jerusalem, so as to have a number of Galilean followers who, as 
He, would soon be arriving at Jerusalem for the Passover. This might shed some 
light on the reason why arrested or otherwise punished for His “tirade” in the tem-
ple (John 2:13–19). It would not be simply because of the force of His zeal and the 
guilty consciences of the Jewish leaders, but for fear of His followers and what they 
themselves or had heard or known of His miracles in Galilee. So instead, they 
asked for a (miraculous) sign from Him to confirm His authority (John 2:13–18). 
For why would they have asked of Him something which God had not performed 
through any prophet among the Jews for centuries?  

In any case, before following Jesus and His disciples down to Judea, we will begin 
our study with the first examples of His teachings and miracles irrespective of 
when they occurred, chronologically. The reason for this is to give us insight about 
the nature of His miracles, why He performed them and how they fit into His teach-
ings. So even though these examples may not have been chronologically the first, 
they would have been typical of the kind of things He would have said and done in 
Jerusalem and Judea. 

                                           
1  As opposed to, “The first Galilean miracle after the second time coming out of Judea”—thus doing 

no (public) miracle at Nazareth (Mk. 6:5), or even by-passing it altogether on the way to Cana. The 
miracle described in John 4:54 could not have been only His second miracle, because He had al-
ready performed many miracles in Jerusalem and Judea during the feast (Jn 4:45). 
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Questions 

At the synagogue at Nazareth (Mk. 6:1–6; Lk. 4:14–30; Is. 61:1–3; 1K 17:1–24; 

2K 5:1–19) 

1. Who decided which book (or more likely, scroll) Jesus was to read from? 

2. How did Jesus use the Isaiah scroll to His advantage? 

3. Some say that only the words of Isaiah which Jesus actually quoted apply to 

Him. How can you know whether or not that is true? 

4. How did the people react to His interpretation? 

5. What does the proverb, “Physician, heal yourself” mean? How would it apply to 

this situation? 

6. What does it mean that they were offended at Him? [Mk. 6:3]? 

7. How do you know that this event took place after Jesus had already begun His 

Galilean ministry? 

8. Describe the two stories to which Jesus refers in Lk. 4:25–27. 

a. 1K 17:1–24 
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b. 2K 5:1–19 

9. How do these stories apply to the proverb in Q. 4? [In addition to the first part of 

each story, consider also their reactions when things didn’t seem to go like they 

thought they should.] 

10. How did the people at Nazareth react to this “interpretation”? 

11. How did Jesus escape? 

12. Why couldn’t Jesus perform (many) miracles at Nazareth? [Matt. 13:58; Mk. 6:5; 

Acts 14:9] 

At the synagogue in Capernaum (Mk. 1:21–28; Lk 4:31–36) 

13. How was Jesus’ teaching different from the way people were normally being 

taught? 

14. How was this difference demonstrated? 

15. What did the demon-possessed man say to Jesus? Where have we heard that 

saying before? 
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16. What would it be like to have someone like this in our assembly? 

17. What was the demon afraid of? 

18. What happened when Jesus commanded the demon to come out of him? 

19. What would be your reaction if you were there? 

About demon-possession 

Here are a few key passages about demon-possession to help with this discus-

sion:  

Matt. 8:16 

Mk. 1:32–34; 7:25–30; 9:17–29 

Lk. 4:40–41 

20. How wide-spread was demon possession in those days? 

21.  Could only bad people become demon-possessed then, or could this happen 

to anyone? 

22. Why didn’t Jesus allow the demons to testify that He was the son of God? 

[Compare also with Acts 16:16–18] 
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The Law and Leprosy 

Lev. 11–15 lists the laws of uncleanness, starting with the list of unclean animals 
in chapter 11. Chapter 13 regulates leprosy and other skin infections—primarily 
the diagnosis and disposition of the victim. The entire 14th chapter contains the 
laws which instruct a person what to do if the leprosy is cured. It would be of sig-
nificant benefit to you if you looked this chapter over, especially considering what 
one had to go through after the cure! 
 

23. Describe the miracle in Matt. 8:1–4, Mk. 1:40–45 and Lk. 5:12–15 

24. What “detail of the heart” does Mark’s account add to the story? 

25. What was unusual about the way in which Jesus healed the leper? 

26. What did Jesus tell the man to do? What are some things involved in this? [Lev. 

14]. 

27. What did Jesus tell the man not to do? What did the man do? 

28. Did Jesus violate Lev. 5:1-3? 

29. Describe the cleansing of the ten lepers in Lk. 17:11–19. 
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30. What is it about this particular miracle which shows the real purpose for all of 

them? 

31. Did the miracles lead people to belief in Christ? 

The reason Jesus performed miracles (Matt. 8:14–17; Isaiah 53) 

In the cleansing of the ten lepers, only one returned to give glory to God in the 

presence of Christ. From this point on—even to the end of the book of Acts—we 

notice that many more people were healed than actually believed and followed 

Christ. This is important know, because miracles never converted anyone; they 

served only to give credibility to the speakers and to draw the people’s attention 

to the word. It was, is, and always will be the word of truth that converts. 

32. What purpose does Matthew give for why Jesus performed 

miracles? 

33. Where the miracles that Jesus performed in this context 

physical or spiritual? 

34. What kind of healing was Isaiah speaking about? 

35. How do the miracles of Jesus fulfill Isaiah 53? 

Matt. 8:17: 

Infirmities: 

<769> astheneia, 
n, weakness, 
frailty, as in 
“weakness of the 
flesh” (Rom. 6:19, 
15; 2 Cor. 12:10) 

Related: 

<770> asheneo, 
v, to be weak, 
sick, feeble; is 
used both physi-
cally and spiritu-
ally (Rom. 4:19, 
14:1, 2; 1 Cor. 
8:11, 12, etc.) 

Diseases: 

<3554> nosos, 
disease, sickness. 


