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Divided Kingdom

Adult Bible Class – August 30, 2015

 Divided Kingdom
1 Kings 13 22; 2 Kings 1 17; 2 Chronicles 12 31 1 Kings 13-22; 2 Kings 1-17; 2 Chronicles 12-31
 The nation of Israel was divided in fulfillment of 

God’s promise of punishment to Solomon
 The northern ten tribes had rebelled against 

God, but retained the name Israel
 The southern two tribes remained with the 

Lord’s anointed king; they were called Judah
 Ultimately, Israel was destroyed by Assyria
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 Man was separated from God because of sin, 
but he can be reconciled through Christbut he can be reconciled through Christ.

 God’s plan for reconciliation is revealed 
through the history recorded in the Bible

 We can utilize the 17 time period organization 
to help us to understand and remember the 
various events in the Bible

 Because of Israel’s demands, God had chosen a 
king to rule over themking to rule over them

 During the United Kingdom time period, three 
kings ruled over Israel; note significant events
 Saul (1 Samuel 17)
 David (2 Samuel 7)
 Solomon (1 Kings 11)

 Each had strengths and weaknesses, though 
none could compare with the Lord
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 Due to Solomon’s sin, God promised that most 
of the kingdom would be taken awayof the kingdom would be taken away

 God promised to give Jeroboam the ten tribes 
taken from Solomon

 Jeroboam ran to Egypt until Solomon died
 Rehoboam Solomon’s son caused the peopleRehoboam, Solomon s son, caused the people 

to rebel by promising to oppress them more
 Jeroboam took control of the northern tribes
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 Jeroboam devised a clever plan to prevent the 
people from desiring to return to Judahpeople from desiring to return to Judah
 Replaced the laws of God with similar-sounding 

rules and allowances that he had created
 Created new places of worship, a new 

priesthood, and a new feast to appease them
 The people went along with Jeroboam’s plan
 Jeroboam’s sin made a lasting impression on 

the northern tribes; they never left his religion

 The nation of Israel was ruled by 19 kings from 
9 different families (dynasties)9 different families (dynasties)

 Frequently, people assassinated the incumbent 
king and assumed the throne themselves

 Israel was consistently evil; there were few, if 
any, bright spots of righteousnessy, g p g

 God sent many prophets to the nation to try to 
bring them back to Him

 Ultimately, God used Assyria to destroy Israel
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 The nation of Judah was more righteous than 
the nation of Israel (sometimes)the nation of Israel (sometimes)

 There were some good kings as well as some 
wicked kings

 Judah often sinned because outside, evil 
influences were allowed to affect them

 The nation of Judah was ruled by 20 kings, all 
from the same family (descendents of David), 
excepting Athaliah, the evil queen from Israel

 Around the time of Israel’s destruction by the 
Assyrians it appeared that Judah was to beAssyrians, it appeared that Judah was to be 
destroyed also because of their wickedness

 However, the people repented under Hezekiah, 
who had great faith in God

 The Assyrians were repelled by the Lord, who y p y ,
destroyed their army in the middle of the night

 Judah continued to exist, apart from Israel
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