
A MARRIAGE MADE IN HEAVEN Lesson 2: Betrothal



REVIEW

What is the primary purpose of marriage?

 Spiritual growth

What are two secondary purposes of marriage?

Happiness

 Satisfy loneliness

What am I supposed to do in my marriage?

 Put on God’s character/Fruit of the Spirit (Gal 5:22-23)



TONIGHT

The Betrothal System

The Parallels to the Christian’s Betrothal



THE BETROTHAL TERMS

A. Shadchan

B. Ketubah

C. Mohar

D. Kiddushin

E. Mikveh

F. Shofar

G. Nissuin

H. Chuppah

http://www.chabad.org/library/howto/wizard
_cdo/aid/476770/jewish/The-Betrothal.html



THE BETROTHAL TERMS

A. Matchmaker

B. Marriage Contract

C. Bride Price

D. Betrothal

E. Purifications, baths, etc

F. Horn

G. Wedding Ceremony

H. Bridal Chamber

 Gen 24:2-4

 Ex 21:10-11; Gen 24:58-59

 Deut. 22:28-29; Ex 22:16-17

 Matt 1:18

 Esther 2:12

 Matt 25:6

 Gen 29:22-28

 Joel 2:16; Psalm 19:5



THE CHRISTIAN’S BETROTHAL



HOW IS THE BIBLE A LOVE STORY?

The beginning (Gen 2:22-25)

 Perfect world, relationship/marriage

The middle

 Fallen world, need to reconcile

The end (Rev 21:1-2)

“Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first 
heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea 
was no more. 2 And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, 

coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a 
bride adorned for her husband.”



A BRIDE FOR CHRIST

We are betrothed to Christ (2 Cor 11:2)

“For I feel a divine jealousy for you, since I betrothed 
you to one husband, to present you as a pure virgin to 

Christ.”

What was our Bride Price? (1 Pet 1:18-19)

“Knowing that you were ransomed from the futile ways 
of your forefathers, not with perishable things such as 
silver or gold, 19 but with the precious blood of Christ, 

like that of a lamb without blemish or spot.”

How does that make you feel?



THE PERIOD OF BETROTHAL

The root word of betrothal means?

 Sanctification (jewfaq.org/marriage)

What did the husband do during this time?

 Prepared the house, waited to take his wife home

What did the bride do?

 Prepared herself, waited for him to return

Spiritual Parallels?



CHRIST PREPARING THEIR HOME

“Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe 
also in me. 2 In my Father’s house are many rooms. If it 

were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a 
place for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, 

I will come again and will take you to myself, that 
where I am you may be also.” (John 14:1-3)



CHRIST PREPARING HIS BRIDE

“We have all become like one who is unclean, and all our 
righteous deeds are like a polluted garment. We all 
fade like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, take us 

away.” (Isaiah 64:6)

Yet in Ephesians 5:25-27 how are we described?

Cleansed, without spot or blemish

How can it be?!

Washed in the blood of the Lamb (Rev 7:14; Isa 1:18; 1 Cor 6:11)

Why would Christ do this? (Col 1:22)

 To present us holy, blameless and above reproach



THE BRIDE PREPARING FOR CHRIST

“Let us rejoice and exult and give him the glory for the 
marriage of the Lamb has come, and his bride has 
made herself ready; 8 it was granted her to clothe 

herself with fine linen, bright and pure…” (Revelation 19:7-8)

How did she do that? What is the fine linen? (Rev 19:8)

 The righteous deeds of the saints

How does sin make me look?

 Filthy, disgusting, shameful



THE WEDDING DAY

When you saw your spouse…

“For as a young man marries a young woman, so shall 
your sons marry you, and as the bridegroom rejoices 
over the bride, so shall your God rejoice over you.” 

(Isaiah 62:5)

What has each party done to make this day happen?



LOVE Lesson 3


