
Lesson 8 – Colossians 
 

Text:  Colossians  
 
Key Passages: 

- Colossians 1:16-17 – Christ is the source of everything we are and everything we have. 
- Colossians 1:21-23 – Reconciliation with God is only possible if we faithfully continue in the gospel. 
- Colossians 3:1-2 – Set your mind on things which are above, not on things on the earth. 
- Colossians 3:17 – Whatever you do, in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord. 

 
Background Information: 
 The epistle to the Colossians was another prison letter (besides Ephesians, Philippians, and Philemon) 
written by Paul while he was imprisoned in Rome (Colossians 4:3, 10).  It appears that the church in Colossae 
may have been established by Ephaphroditus (Colossians 1:7; 4:12-13).  Further, it appears that Paul may not 
have yet visited Colossae by the time of his writing, as he implies that they had not seen his face in the flesh 
(Colossians 2:1).  The major theme of the letter to the Colossians is that Christ is all one needs for salvation 
(apparently in order to counter the influence of the Judaizing teachers), though Paul gives various practical 
teachings as well in the epistle.  It is interesting to note that many of the concepts and lessons presented in 
Colossians are very similar to those given in the letter to the Ephesians. 
 
Outline: 

I. Purpose:  to encourage the Christians at Colossae to continue to pursue Christ in faith, as He is all one 
truly needs for salvation (the teachings of man were not required as the Judaizing teachers claimed) 

II. Christ is everything that you need (1) 
a. Paul’s thankfulness for the Colossians’ faith and love (1:3-8) 
b. Paul’s prayed that the Colossians would continue to grow spiritually (1:9-14) 
c. The glory of Christ (1:15-20) 

i. The image of the invisible God (1:15) 
ii. The firstborn, or preeminence, of all creation (1:15) 
iii. All things were created through Him and for Him (1:16) 
iv. Through Jesus’ blood, God can be reconciled with everyone (1:19-20) 

d. Even we, who were once enemies of Christ, can be reconciled (1:21-29) 
i. We must continue in the faith (1:23) 

ii. The Gentiles were able to be reconciled to God through Christ, also (1:24-28) 
III. Do not let anyone cheat you or deceive you into leaving Christ and pursuing teachings of men (2) 

a. Do not be deceived by the false teachers; stay united together with Christ (2:1-7) 
b. Beware of the Judaizing teachers (2:8-23) 

i. Do not let anyone cheat you and persuade you to follow after men instead of Christ (2:8) 
ii. We are made complete by Christ and Him alone; we can be forgiven because of Him (2:9-15) 
iii. Do not submit to the Judaizing teachers; stay with the body of Christ (2:16-22) 
iv. While their teachings may appear wise, they have no value (2:23) 

IV. Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on the earth (3:1-4:6) 
a. Focus your thoughts and desires on heavenly things, not on earthly things (3:1-4) 
b. Kill all of the parts of your life that are evil (3:5-11) 

i. Fornication, uncleanness, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry (3:5) 
ii. Anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy language out of your mouth, lying (3:8-9) 

c. Put on the good characteristics; do everything for the Lord (3:12-17) 
d. Various admonitions regarding family and employment (3:18-4:1) 
e. Continue diligently in prayers of thanksgiving and supplication (4:2-4) 
f. Speak with wisdom to those who are not Christians (4:5-6) 

V. Greetings and closing (4:7-18) 


