
Lesson 13 – Paul’s Journey to Rome 
 

Text:  Acts 21:18-28:31 
 
Main Characters:  God, Paul, Jews, Claudius Lysias, Felix, Festus, Agrippa, Luke 
 
Key Passages: 

- Acts 25:9-12 – Paul decided to appeal to Caesar after it seems he recognized his dire situation. 
- Acts 28:30-31 – In spite of all of the persecution that he faced, Paul was allowed to preach in Rome. 

 
Main Storyline: 

On the day after Paul arrived at Jerusalem, he met with the elders of the church there and told them 
about his journey.  When they heard about how things had gone, they glorified God, but then warned Paul that 
many of the Jews thought that he was teaching the Jews to abandon their customs.  They suggested that he 
take a vow (likely a Nazarite vow) to show that he was not teaching against keeping the Jewish customs, but 
rather that he was teaching that binding the Jewish customs on the Gentiles as law was not right. 

Paul was nearing the end of the vow when some Jews from Asia caused a riot and seized him in the 
temple.  They claimed that he was teaching against the Jews and the temple and that he had defiled the 
temple by bringing a Gentile into it.  The people in the riot were going to kill Paul, but the Roman commander 
of the garrison in Jerusalem, Claudius Lysias, interceded with his troops and rescued Paul, intending to take 
him to the barracks to question him. 

Just as Paul was about to be led to the barracks, he asked Claudius Lysias for permission to address the 
crowd.  The commander gave his approval, and Paul began to speak to the people, explaining how he had been 
converted on the road to Damascus.  The Jews listened quietly to him until he explained how Jesus had sent 
him to preach to the Gentiles.  At that point, they started to riot again, calling for Paul’s death.  Claudius Lysias 
was going to scourge Paul to help determine the truth, but Paul informed him that he was a Roman citizen 
(Roman citizenship carried special privileges and guards against poor treatment). 

Claudius Lysias decided to bring Paul before the Jewish council (Sanhedrin) to try to determine why 
Paul had been accused.  The meeting was not productive, and eventually it turned into another riot from which 
Claudius Lysias once again needed to save Paul.  During the night, Jesus appeared to Paul and comforted him, 
explaining that he would live to see Rome.   The next day, Claudius Lysias heard of a plot by more than 40 Jews 
to kill Paul.  He called for an army to safely escort Paul to Caesarea to see the governor of the area, Felix. 

After five days, the Jews came to Caesarea to bring evidence against Paul.  They presented their 
“evidence,” and then Paul made his defense.  Felix would not make a decision on the case, however.  Paul was 
kept by the Roman guard, though he was given many liberties while he was being held.  After some time, Felix 
asked to hear Paul speak about Christ.  When Paul taught about righteousness, self-control, and the judgment 
to come, Felix became afraid and sent Paul away.  Felix was hoping that, eventually, Paul would bribe him for 
his release.  After two years, Festus succeeded Felix, who left Paul in prison as a favor to the Jews. 

Festus conferred with the Jews in Jerusalem about Paul.  The Jews asked that Paul be sent to 
Jerusalem so that they could assassinate him on his way.  At first, Festus did not want to do this, but later, 
wanting to do the Jews a favor, he asked Paul if he would be willing to go to Jerusalem to be put on trial.  Paul 
answered that he wanted Caesar to arbitrate his case (this was a right of Roman citizens).  Festus conferred 
with King Agrippa, who ruled over the area.  Agrippa, after hearing Paul speak, pointed out to Festus that Paul 
could have probably been released if he had not appealed to Caesar. 

Eventually, Paul, accompanied by Luke, and many other people set sail for Italy (Rome).  Along the 
way, they were shipwrecked, and they ended up living on the island of Malta for about three months.  
Eventually, they arrived at Rome, where Paul lived in a rented house and freely preached for two years. 
 
Lessons/Applications:  

1.) Persecution was the unfortunate norm for the early church; we, too, must be willing to suffer for God. 
2.) God keeps his promises to us; even when our situations seem hopeless, God will make a way. 


