
Lesson 11 – Paul’s Second Missionary Journey 
 

Text:  Acts 15:36-18:22 
 
Main Characters:  God, Paul, Silas, Timothy, Luke, Lydia, Philippian jailer, Aquila, Priscilla 
 
Key Passages: 

- Acts 16:25 – Despite the fact that Paul and Silas were imprisoned, they were praying and singing. 
- Acts 17:11 – The Bereans readily received the gospel from Paul as they studied the scriptures daily. 

  
Main Storyline: 

After returning from their first missionary journey, Paul and Barnabas remained in Antioch for a while, 
continuing to preach and teach.  However, after some time, they desired to return to the churches they had 
previously visited.  Barnabas wanted to also bring John Mark with them, but Paul did not.  They could not 
agree, so they decided to journey separately:  Paul with Silas and Barnabas with John Mark. 

Paul and Silas journeyed through Syria, Cilicia, Derbe, and Lystra, strengthening and encouraging the 
churches as they traveled.  At Lystra, Timothy, a young man of good reputation, joined Paul and Silas on their 
journey.  As they went through the cities, they relayed the teachings from the apostles in Jerusalem.  The 
churches in those cities grew in number daily. 

They then went to Phrygia, the region of Galatia, and Mysia.  They wanted to preach in Asia and 
Bithynia (modern-day Turkey) but they were forbidden to go by the Holy Spirit.  Paul, Silas, and Timothy went 
on to Troas instead, where they were apparently joined by Luke (note the change from “they” to “we”).  At 
Troas, Paul received a vision of a Macedonian man calling for help.  The party decided to go to Macedonia, 
concluding that the Lord had called them to preach the gospel to the people there.  They went from Troas, to 
Samothrace, to Neapolis, to Philippi, which was the main city in that area of Macedonia. 

They stayed in Philippi for a few days, and, on the Sabbath day, went to the riverside where prayer was 
customarily made.  There, they met a woman, Lydia, who received the teachings of Paul gladly.  She and her 
household were baptized as a result.  Later, Paul healed a demon-possessed slave girl who was being used by 
her masters to make money by fortune-telling.  The masters were furious and had Paul and Silas beaten with 
sticks and thrown into prison. 

That night, while Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns, there was an earthquake which 
opened all of the doors and loosed all the prisoners’ chains.  The guard believed everyone had escaped, and he 
drew his sword to kill himself.  Paul called out to him to stop him, and he taught him about Jesus.  The 
Philippian jailer believed and was baptized along with his household.  Later, Paul and Silas were released.  It 
appears that Luke remained in Philippi, though Paul, Silas, and Timothy moved on. 

After passing on from Philippi, they went to Amphipolis, Appolonia, and Thessalonica, where they 
taught in the synagogue.  Many Jews and Greeks were persuaded by Paul’s instruction, but there were some 
Jews who, instead, became envious.  These Jews started a riot and ultimately forced Paul and Silas to move on 
to Berea, where the Jews were more fair-minded and received their teachings.  Unfortunately, the Jews from 
Thessalonica pursued them to Berea and forced Paul to move on to Athens.  Silas and Timothy remained in 
Berea for a time, but later rejoined Paul at Corinth.  At Athens, Paul preached to the Jews and Gentiles, 
including some philosophers.  Some believed Paul’s teachings while others mocked him. 

Eventually, Paul left Athens and went to the city of Corinth.  There, Paul met Aquila and his wife, 
Priscilla, who became fellow workers in Christ with Paul.  Paul, Silas, and Timothy remained in Corinth for 18 
months, teaching the word of God to the people there.  While they had some trouble with the Jews there, also, 
they were able to stay there.  After being there for a long time, Paul, Silas, Timothy, Aquila, and Priscilla left 
Corinth and went to Ephesus.  Paul left Ephesus to go to Jerusalem before returning to Antioch.  
 
Lessons/Applications:  

1.) Despite the difficulties and trials we face, we can be comforted by the fact that we have life in Jesus. 
2.) We must have attitudes like the Bereans:  fair-minded and searching the scriptures daily. 


