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Review 

• Jesus was on his way to Jerusalem to be 
betrayed, crucified, and then resurrected 

• In the transfiguration, Jesus demonstrated 
his position above all else 

• Jesus fulfilled the numerous prophecies 
from the Old Testament regarding his life 

• Tension between the ruling Jews and Jesus 
continued to grow higher 



Today’s Key Takeaways 

• Jesus was entering the final week of his life 
before the crucifixion 

• Jesus continued to fulfill the prophecies 
made of him hundreds of years in the past 

• We must be careful about rationalizing our 
evil practices and beliefs 

• “Lip service” is not acceptable to God; we 
must follow through and obey the Lord 



Matthew 21:1-11 

• These are the events from the final week of 
Jesus life prior to his crucifixion 

• Jesus sent his disciples to fetch a donkey 
• Jesus fulfilled prophecy as he rode into 

Jerusalem on the donkey (Zechariah 9:9) 
• A great multitude welcomed Jesus, praising 

him and laying palm branches before him 
• Jerusalem was abuzz with news of his arrival 



Matthew 21:12-17 

• Jesus was indignant (once again) at the 
usage of the temple and cited prophecy 

• Jesus healed many ill people at the temple 
• The chief priests and scribes felt indignant 

because of what they saw 
– Wonderful miracles being performed 
– Children praising Jesus 

• Jesus confronted them with prophecy 



Matthew 21:18-22 

• The next morning, on the way back to 
Jerusalem, Jesus saw a fig tree with no fruit 

• Jesus cursed the fig tree, and it withered 
• Jesus took the opportunity to, once again, 

emphasize to his disciples the importance of 
faith and the power of prayer 



Matthew 21:23-32 

• The ruling Jews confronted Jesus regarding 
his source of authority 

• Jesus offered that he would answer their 
question if they answered his question first 

• They would not answer; they were trapped 
• Jesus told a parable to illustrate the problem 
• The ruling Jews appeared to be righteous, 

but the others actually were righteous 



Matthew 21:33-46 

• Jesus told the ruling Jews another parable 
– A man owned a vineyard and leased it to 

some vinedressers 
– He sent some servants to collect fruit, but 

the vinedressers beat and killed them 
– He sent more servants; they did the same 
– Last, he sent his son, but they killed him 
– The owner would destroy the wicked men 



Matthew 21:33-46 

• Jesus reminded the Jews of prophecy 
which foretold of this time (Psalm 118:22) 

• The kingdom of heaven was to be taken 
from the Jews and given to all nations 

• When the Jews perceived that Jesus’ 
parables were about them, they wanted to 
kill him, but could not at that time 



Today’s Key Takeaways 

• Jesus was entering the final week of his life 
before the crucifixion 

• Jesus continued to fulfill the prophecies 
made of him hundreds of years in the past 

• We must be careful about rationalizing our 
evil practices and beliefs 

• “Lip service” is not acceptable to God; we 
must follow through and obey the Lord 
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