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Review 

• Tension continued to build between the 
Pharisees (ruling Jews) and Jesus 

• Jesus continued to emphasize that he 
needed to die and be resurrected 

• In the transfiguration, Jesus demonstrated 
his position above all else 

• Jesus taught the disciples to be humble, 
deal with sin, and to forgive 



Today’s Key Takeaways 

• God hates divorce.  His plan from the 
beginning was for marriage to be for life. 

• Physical wealth is one of the largest 
obstacles in the path to heaven; we must 
trust God rather than wealth. 

• Those who sacrifice in this life will get much 
more in return, including eternal life. 



Matthew 19:1-12 

• Jesus left Galilee to come to Judea 
• The Pharisees tested him, asking him about 

the legitimate reasons for divorce 
– Jesus referred back to Genesis 

• Genesis 5:2 – Created male and female 
• Genesis 2:24 – They become one flesh 

– Conclusion: what God has joined together, 
let not man separate 



Matthew 19:1-12 

• The Pharisees followed up, questioning why 
Moses commanded a certificate of divorce 
– Jesus said that the law of Moses allowed 

divorce because of their hardness of heart 
– Jesus appears to have reiterated God’s plan 

for marriage from the beginning:  divorce is 
not permitted except for sexual immorality 

• The disciples considered that perhaps it 
would be better not to marry at all 



Matthew 19:1-12 

• Jesus agreed; only if one can accept God’s 
rules of marriage should he get married 



Matthew 19:13-15 

• Some little children approached Jesus, but 
the disciples rebuked them 

• Jesus allowed the children to come, 
reminding the disciples that the kingdom of 
heaven was made of people like them 



Matthew 19:16-22 

• The rich, young ruler (more in Mark and 
Luke) approached Jesus about eternal life 

• Jesus told him to obey the commandments 
• The man said he had kept them, then asked 

what he still lacked 
• Jesus said that he lacked one thing (Luke 

18:22); he needed to give up his wealth 
• The man went away sorrowful 



Matthew 19:23-30 

• Jesus told the disciples that it was very 
difficult for a rich person to enter the 
kingdom of God 

• Trusting in oneself (or wealth) will not 
bring about eternal life; only trust in God 

• Anyone who sacrifices anything to follow 
Jesus would be rewarded with much more, 
including eternal life 



Today’s Key Takeaways 

• God hates divorce.  His plan from the 
beginning was for marriage to be for life. 

• Physical wealth is one of the largest 
obstacles in the path to heaven; we must 
trust God rather than wealth. 

• Those who sacrifice in this life will get much 
more in return, including eternal life. 
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