
Lesson 15 – Jesus in Bethany 
 

Text:  Matthew 26:6-13; Mark 14:1-11; John 11:55-12:11 
 
Main Characters:  God, Jesus, Mary, Lazarus, ruling Jews 
 
Key Passages: 

- John 11:57 – The ruling Jews had commanded that if anyone saw Jesus, they should report it. 
- John 12:1 – The time for Jesus’ death was coming very soon; here, it was six days before the Passover. 
- John 12:3-6 – Instead of recognizing the good thing done for Jesus, Judas was concerned about theft. 
- Mark 14:9 – As a result of her actions, Mary would be remembered wherever the gospel was taught. 

  
Main Storyline: 

Beginning with these passages, the Bible describes the last week of Jesus’ life before his crucifixion.  
Much of the gospel accounts (Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John) are focused on these final days.  In this last 
week, the conflict between the ruling Jews (scribes, Pharisees, and Sanhedrin council) and Jesus climaxes, 
ultimately resulting in Jesus’ betrayal and crucifixion. 

Six days before the Passover (what would be the Saturday evening before Jesus’ death on the 
following Friday), Jesus was in Bethany, where Mary, Martha, and Lazarus lived.  Many Jews had come to 
Jerusalem (which was about 2 miles from Bethany, John 11:18) and were looking for Jesus.  They wondered if 
Jesus would even come to the Passover.  The ruling Jews had issued a command that if anyone knew where 
Jesus was, they should report it so that he could be arrested. 

At some point, Jesus had gone to the house of Simon the leper, where a dinner had been prepared 
(perhaps specifically for him).  While the text does not specifically indicate it, Simon must have recovered from 
his leprosy (miraculously or otherwise), or else they would they would not have been able to gather there, 
since Simon would have been considered unclean.  Mary, Martha, and Lazarus were all present at the dinner.  
During the meal, Mary took an alabaster flask of very expensive perfume (nard) and poured it all on Jesus’ 
head and feet.  Then she wiped his feet with her hair.  As a result, the entire house was filled with the aroma of 
this very expensive ointment.  Note that this ointment was apparently worth about 300 denarii, or 300 days 
wages for the typical person. 

When the others saw what Mary had done, some were indignant (particularly Judas Iscariot), 
commenting that the perfume had been wasted.  Instead, they said, it should have been sold and the money 
given to the poor.  Judas did not say this because he cared particularly about the poor, but because he abused 
his position as the treasurer of the disciples and would steal the money that they put in their treasury.  He 
looked at this as another opportunity to steal. 

Jesus defended Mary, however.  He told the disciples that Mary had done a good thing for him, and 
that they would not always have the opportunity to do good for Jesus.  On the other hand, they would always 
have the opportunity to help the poor.  Jesus remarked that she had anointed his body for burial by pouring 
the perfume over him.  As a result of what she had done, Jesus told them, wherever the gospel would be 
preached in the whole world, what Mary had done would be spoken of as a memorial to her.  (Note that this 
prophecy has come to pass, as the event is studied and remembered even today!) 

Many of the Jews had come to the dinner, not only to see Jesus, but to see Lazarus, who had been 
raised from the dead.  As a result, the chief priests decided that they not only wanted to kill Jesus, but they 
also tried to find a way to kill Lazarus.  The fact that Lazarus had been raised from the dead was contributing to 
the fact that many of the Jews believed in Jesus. 
 
Lessons/Applications:  

1.) Just as Mary made a sacrifice for Jesus, we must also be willing to sacrifice for the sake of Jesus. 
2.) God is aware of our hidden motives (just as God was aware of Judas’); we cannot hide sin from God. 
3.) God will forever remember those good things that we do in this life (Matthew 10:42; 25:40). 


