
Lesson 4 – Jesus’ First Miracle 
 

Text:  John 2 
 
Main Characters:  God, Jesus, Mary, Jews 
 
Key Passages:   

- John 2:11 – The miracle at Cana appears to have been Jesus’ first; he performed miracles to confirm 
his authority and help his disciples to believe what he was saying. 

- John 2:16 – The temple was not to be a marketplace; Jesus corrected the situation when he saw it. 
 
Main Storyline: 

In Galilee, there was a city called Cana.  Jesus, his disciples, and his mother were among those who had 
been invited to a wedding in that city.  This was very early in the ministry of Christ, so the relationship between 
Jesus and the disciples was still relatively new.  

During the wedding feast, the wine ran out.  While not a serious emergency, this would have been 
embarrassing for the bridegroom, as he would have been responsible for providing for the feast.  Mary, Jesus’ 
mother, came to Jesus and informed him of the problem (perhaps knowing that he could rectify the situation).  
Jesus politely asked her why she was involving him in the situation, then he told her that it was not his time 
yet.  It appears that Jesus was helping Mary to understand (if she did not already) that even though Jesus was 
going to help, he would be doing so as the Son of God, not the son of Mary, since Jesus did go on to help. 

Mary instructed the servants to obey whatever Jesus told them to do.  He told the servants to fill up 6 
large stone pots with water (about 20-30 gallons each).  The servants filled the pots all the way up to their 
brims.  Jesus told the servants to take some of it out and bring it to the master of the feast.  Somewhere in all 
of this, Jesus turned the water into wine.  After the master of the feast had tasted the “water,” he questioned 
the bridegroom since it appeared that he had saved good wine for the latter part of the feast instead of serving 
it right away.  Though the master did not know where the wine had come from, the servants knew what had 
taken place.  This appears to have been the first miracle of Jesus.  His purpose in performing the miracle was to 
demonstrate his glory and power (deity), which helped the disciples to believe in him (John 20:30-31). 

After the wedding, Jesus and those with him left Cana and went to Capernaum.  They stayed there a 
few days before going to Jerusalem for the Passover.  When he arrived, he found that the temple had been 
basically transformed into a marketplace.  There were oxen, sheep, and doves (animals used in sacrifices) for 
sale as well as moneychangers doing business (who would exchange various types of currency for the type 
used in the temple).  Jesus was disgusted by what he saw, so he made a whip with rope and drove all of the 
animals and moneychangers out of the temple.  He rebuked them for turning God’s house into a marketplace.  
His disciples remembered what had been written in Psalm 69:9, “Zeal for your house will consume me.” 

Though the Jews did not initially resist Jesus’ indignation, they quickly came back to him and asked him 
to prove that he had the authority to do what he had done (using a sign or miracle).  Jesus, speaking of his own 
body, said, “Destroy this temple, and, in three days, I will raise it up.”  The Jews (and, apparently, everyone 
else, as well) did not understand what Jesus was saying, believing that he was referring to the physical temple 
(which had taken years to refurbish).  In the future, however, when Jesus was raised from the dead, his 
disciples remembered this prophecy which he had give, and had even stronger faith in Jesus. 

After these events, Jesus went on to perform some other signs and miracles which were not recorded 
in the Bible.  Through these signs many people believed in Jesus and his teachings. 

This was apparently the first Passover which Jesus attended during his public ministry.  Based on the 
feasts and chronology of the recorded events, it is apparent that Jesus spent about three and a half years in his 
public ministry before his crucifixion. 
 
Lessons/Applications:  

1.) The general purpose of Jesus’ miracles was to confirm his authority as the Son of God. 
2.)  We must have reverence for God and the things of God, obeying God’s commands concerning them. 


