
Lesson 2 – John the Baptist’s Birth and Work 
 

Text:  Matthew 3:1-12; Mark 1:1-8; Luke 1, 3:1-18; John 1:6-28 
 
Main Characters:  God, John the Baptist, Zacharias, Elizabeth, Mary 
 
Key Passages:   

- Luke 1:35 – “For with God, nothing is impossible.” 
- Matthew 3:1-3 – John the Baptist was the messenger/forerunner promised in the Old Testament. 

 
Main Storyline: 

Six months before Gabriel appeared to Mary to reveal that she would be the mother of Jesus, there 
was a priest named Zacharias who was married to another Levite, Elizabeth.  They were both very righteous, 
but Elizabeth was unable to have any children.  They were also well beyond the age for having children.  One 
day, while Zacharias was burning incense in the temple (with the people praying outside), Gabriel appeared to 
him to inform him that his wife, Elizabeth, would be having a son.  The son, to be named John, was to have a 
special purpose: to prepare the people for the coming of the Lord (Jesus).  John would fulfill the prophecies in 
the Old Testament for the messenger (Elijah) who would come before the Messiah (Isaiah 40:3; Malachi 4:5-6). 

When Zacharias heard all of this, though he had apparently prayed for a child in the past (Luke 1:13), 
he was somewhat skeptical of this revelation.  He questioned how he would know all of this was true, 
especially since he and Elizabeth were old.  Gabriel told him that, because he did not believe, he would be 
mute until the day that everything he had spoken of had taken place.  When Zacharias emerged from the 
temple, the people recognized that he had seen a vision because he could not speak.  As soon as his time in 
the temple was completed, he returned to his home.  Elizabeth later became pregnant as prophesied. 

In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, Gabriel went to Nazareth to inform Mary that she would 
be the mother of Jesus.  He also told Mary that Elizabeth, her relative, was also pregnant.  Mary quickly left 
Nazareth and went to a city in Judah, where Zacharias and Elizabeth lived.  As soon as Elizabeth heard Mary’s 
voice, John leaped in her womb, and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit.  Elizabeth blessed Mary, 
recognizing that she would be the mother of Jesus, the Lord.  Mary then praised God, focusing on God’s mercy 
and fulfillment of promises given to Israel.  After staying there for three months, Mary returned home. 

When the time came, Elizabeth gave birth to the son.  Her neighbors and relatives all had heard what 
God had done for her, and many came to rejoice with her.  On the eighth day, they were going to circumcise 
and name the child.  They were going to call him Zacharias, after his father, but his mother informed everyone 
that his name would be John (Zacharias confirmed this by writing on a tablet).  As soon as he was named, 
Zacharias was able to speak, was filled with the Holy Spirit, and prophesied about John and Jesus.  As John 
grew up, he moved to the desert, wore camel skin, and ate locusts and wild honey. 

John’s purpose from God was to prepare the people to receive Jesus, the Messiah.  In order to do this, 
he preached to the people, calling them all to repent of their sins, as the kingdom was at hand.  He baptized 
people who had repented for remission of their sins (because of this practice which had never been done 
before amongst the Jews, he was called John the Baptist).  He continually reminded the people that someone 
was coming (Jesus) who was far mightier and more worthy of their attention than he.  John was very successful 
at his work, and many people heard his message and were baptized. 
 John pointed out that baptism was not enough to demonstrate penitence, however.  He preached 
(specifically to the Pharisees and Sadducees), that it was important to also bear fruits worth of repentance (in 
other words, demonstrate true repentance by changing their actions).  Likewise, he preached this message to 
many other people as they all waited for the Messiah to appear. 
 
Lessons/Applications:  

1.) With God, nothing is impossible (Genesis 18:14; Matthew 19:26; Romans 8:28, 31; Philippians 4:13). 
2.) We must believe in the Lord’s promises; God is faithful and will fulfill them (Deuteronomy 7:9). 
3.) Repentance is more than just being sorry for sin; we must actively change our actions and behaviors.  


