
Lesson 4 – 2 Kings 22-23 
 

Text:  2 Kings 22-23; 2 Chronicles 34-35 
 
Main Characters:  God, Josiah, Hilkiah, Huldah, Necho 
 
Key Passage:   

- 2 Kings 23:25 – There was no king like Josiah, either before or after him, who was so faithful. 
 
Main Storyline: 

Josiah became king at the age of 8 after his father, Amon, died.  In great contrast to his 
grandfather (Manasseh) and father, Josiah began seeking God, and he did what was right in the sight of 
the Lord as David had done.  By the time he was only 20 years old, he had already begun to purge Judah 
of all the instruments of idolatry that had been built there.  He burned the bones of the idolatrous 
priests on their altars, broke down the altars, and beat the idols into dust.  Josiah’s actions fulfilled the 
prophecy given to Jeroboam in 1 Kings 13.  One might consider why Josiah was so unlike his grandfather 
and father; perhaps he recognized the urgency of reformation from Zephaniah and Jeremiah. 
 When Josiah was 26 years old, he gave orders to begin repairing and restoring the house of the 
Lord (the temple had been neglected and desecrated for years during the previous reigns of the 
idolatrous kings).  People from Judah and the remnant of those left in Israel had contributed to its 
restoration.  The money was used to purchase materials and pay skilled craftsmen who worked on the 
temple.  All who were involved were so honest and had such integrity that no accounting was needed of 
the money; they were simply trusted (rightly) to be faithful and upright. 
 When the priest, Hilkiah, went to retrieve the money that had been stored in the temple for its 
restoration, he found the Book (scrolls) of the Law of the Lord.  Hilkiah gave the scroll to Shaphan, a 
scribe, who read it before the king.  When Josiah heard the words of the book, he tore his clothes.  
Josiah realized that they had not been following the commandments that God had given to Moses.  
While Josiah and the others clearly knew something about what God wanted, it is equally clear that they 
did not have full knowledge of His commandments.  Josiah told Hilkiah and a few others to go to God on 
the people’s behalf, as he realized that God could punish them at any time. 
 The men went to Huldah, a prophetess, and asked her concerning God’s wrath.  Huldah told 
them that God was going to bring punishment upon Judah for its idolatry and disobedience.  However, 
God said that because Josiah was very humble before Him, He heard him.  God promised that Josiah 
would not see the punishment that God would eventually bring on Judah for its sin. 
 Soon after this, Josiah sent for the elders of the land, the men of Judah, and all the inhabitants 
of Jerusalem.  They all gathered at the temple, where Josiah read the Book of the Law before them all.  
Together, they renewed the covenant, promising to follow the Lord with all of their hearts and souls.  
Josiah continued to put away the idolatry of the land.  In the same year that the temple was restored, 
Josiah also commanded the people to hold the Passover, as it apparently had not been held properly 
since the time of the judges.  There was no king before or after him that served God like Josiah. 
 After all this, Necho, king of Egypt, came up to pass through Judah in order to fight a battle at 
Carchemish.  Josiah refused to allow him to pass through, and he met the Egyptians in battle.  During the 
battle, Josiah was killed.  All Judah mourned his death, and they buried him with his fathers. 
 
Lessons/Applications: 

1.) Though it is difficult to be different from our ancestors, we must be focused on serving the Lord. 
2.) Though we might feel we are living righteously, we must compare ourselves to God’s standards. 
3.) When we find ourselves in sin, we must humble ourselves before God if we want forgiveness. 


