
Lesson 6 – Hosea 
 

Text:  Hosea 
 
Key Passages:   

- Hosea 1:2 – Hosea was to marry a prostitute to symbolize the marriage between God and Israel. 
- Hosea 4:6 – Israel was to be destroyed because it lacked knowledge of God. 

 
Background Information: 
 Hosea was a prophet sent during the reigns of Jeroboam II (Israel), Uzziah (Judah), Jotham 
(Judah), Ahaz (Judah), and Hezekiah (Judah) according to Hosea 1:1, placing his prophecies only slightly 
later than Amos’.  Though Hosea prophesied to both Israel and Judah, he focused on Israel’s sin. 
 The key to understanding the book of Hosea is to understand the living analogy in which God 
instructs Hosea to participate.  In Hosea 1, God instructs Hosea to marry a prostitute and have children 
by her.  When the prostitute committed adultery (or sinned), Hosea felt the pain of betrayal.  God 
explained that, just as Hosea felt betrayed, He felt the same anguish as Israel (His bride) betrayed Him 
continuously by abandoning Him, trusting in itself, and worshipping other gods. 
  
Outline: 

I. Purpose:  to express God’s wrath as well as His heartbreak due to Israel’s unfaithfulness 
II. Israel’s Adultery (1-3) 

a. Hosea was instructed to marry a prostitute (unfaithful woman) and have children by her (1) 
i. Their marriage symbolized the marriage between God (husband) and Israel (wife) 

ii. The names given to their children were prophetic names regarding Israel’s coming end 
b. God (the husband) called on His children (the individuals of Israel) to correct the sins of their 

mother (the nation of Israel) so that their blessings would not be removed (2) 
c. As would God with Israel, Hosea was to take his wife back, but she was to prove her faith (3) 

III. “My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge” (4-6) 
a. Ultimately, they would be destroyed for lack of knowledge (they had rejected it) (4:6) 
b. Fornication, adultery, and drinking were blamed for taking the people from God (4:11) 
c. Judah was warned to stay away from Ephraim (reference to Israel) (4:15-19) 
d. God would not rescue them until they recognize what they have done (5:15) 
e. God explained that the people needed to pursue knowledge of Him (6:3-7) 

IV. Israel’s corrupt political condition and the consequences (7-8) 
a. Israel’s leaders are corrupt and sinful; they call on other nations for aid (7) 
b. Israel has forgotten its Maker; thus, it will return to captivity (8:13-14) 

V. Israel’s apostasy and its punishment: exile and destruction (9-11) 
a. When Israel was a child in Egypt, God loved it and made it His son (11:1) 
b. God is deeply torn about punishing Israel, His beloved son (11:8) 

VI. Israel’s apostasy and God’s fidelity (12-13) 
VII. Exhortation to Repent and Return to God (14) 

 
Lessons/Applications: 

1.) By sinning, we deeply pain God just as a husband would be anguished by an adulterous wife. 
2.) Worldliness and worldly companions will take our focus off of service to the Lord. 
3.) We must not forget what God has done for us and how He has made us to serve Him. 
4.) God loves us as His family; He dreads having to punish us, but will if it is necessary. 
5.) God will take us back if we recognize what we have done and repent, but His patience has limits. 


