
Lesson 12 – 2 Kings 18-19 
 

Text:  2 Kings 18-19; 2 Chronicles 32; Isaiah 36-37 
 
Main Characters:  God, Hezekiah, Sennacherib, Rabshakeh  
 
Key Passages:   

- 2 Kings 18:5-7 – Hezekiah was successful because of his faith in the Lord, who prospered him. 
- 2 Kings 19:32-36 – God promised that He would defend His people, and so He did. 

 
Main Storyline: 

Following Ahaz’s death, his son, Hezekiah, became king over Judah.  Knowing that the Assyrian 
threat was imminent, Hezekiah made careful preparations to try to protect the land.  He had many 
fortifications built, raised an army, and had many provisions made for the soldiers.  He also hoped that 
the Egyptian army would come support them in the event of an Assyrian invasion. 

One of the most important things that Hezekiah did in preparation for the Assyrian invasion was 
to stop up a spring called the Gihon, which flowed out of a cave just outside the city of Jerusalem.  He 
had the spring diverted through an extensive tunnel called the Siloam Tunnel which allowed the water 
to emerge in the Pool of Siloam, which was inside Jerusalem.  This deprived any invaders (such as the 
Assyrians) of water while giving the citizens of Jerusalem constant access to fresh water. 

When Assyria began its invasion of Judah, Hezekiah refused to submit to Assyria as many others 
had done.  The king of Assyria, Sennacherib, then attacked and captured many of the fortified cities of 
Judah.  After the cities started to fall to Assyria, Hezekiah pled with Sennacherib to stop his assault, and, 
in exchange, Hezekiah promised that he would do anything.  Sennacherib demanded a huge sum of gold 
and silver.  In order to satisfy Sennacherib, Hezekiah had to give him all the silver from the temple and 
from his own treasuries as well as much of the gold from the temple. 

Despite the fact that Hezekiah had sent the gold and silver to him, Sennacherib decided to send 
a powerful army against Jerusalem, led by some of his officials.  The spokesman for the Assyrian army, 
the Rabshakeh, called for the king, who then sent some of his own officials to him.   The Rabshakeh 
mocked the confidence which the people of Judah had against the Assyrians.  He scorned the Egyptians 
and poked fun at their faith in God, as he believed that there was no way that they could win against 
Assyria.  The Rabshakeh pointed out that the gods of the other nations had not been able to defend 
them against Assyria and that Judah would be no different than any of them.  He told the officials and 
the people on the wall of Jerusalem not to let Hezekiah deceive them; resistance would be futile. 

Hezekiah had instructed the men not to respond to the Rabshakeh, and they obeyed him.  
However, when they returned to Hezekiah with their report of what had happened, Hezekiah tore his 
clothes, covered himself in sackcloth, and went to the house of the Lord.  Hezekiah sent his servants to 
ask Isaiah to pray to God on the people’s behalf.  God, through Isaiah, reassured Hezekiah that He would 
protect them because they had looked to Him and prayed for help.  God said that the Assyrian army 
would not even be able to fire an arrow at Jerusalem, let alone come into it. 

Just as God had promised, an angel of the Lord came during the night, went into the camp of the 
Assyrians, and killed 185,000 of the soldiers.  When Sennacherib realized what had happened, he turned 
and returned to Nineveh.  Later, when Sennacherib was worshipping at the temple of his god, two of his 
sons came and killed him. 

 
Lessons/Applications: 

1.) We must rely on the Lord; He will deliver us where other people and things never could.  
2.) We must learn from our ancestors and make better decisions (compare Ahaz and Hezekiah). 


