
Lesson 9 – 2 Kings 4-7 
 

Text:  2 Kings 4-7 
 
Main Characters:  God, Elisha, Gehazi, Naaman 
 
Key Passages:   

- 2 Kings 2:11-12 – Elijah was taken directly to Heaven by God; Elisha took his place as prophet. 
- 2 Chronicles 21:6 – Jehoram was evil because of his relationship with Ahab’s daughter, Athaliah. 

 
Main Storyline: 

Elisha became very well-known in Israel as the prophet of God.  One day, a certain widow came 
to him and asked for his help.  She was in debt, and her two sons were about to be taken as slaves for 
payment.  The only thing the widow had in her home of value was a jar of oil.  Elisha gave her 
instructions, and the oil was greatly multiplied, allowing her to make money and pay off her debt. 

In the city of Shunem, a woman had prepared a small room for Elisha to stay in when he was in 
the area (he had been coming by regularly).  Elisha wanted to do something for her because of her 
kindness, so he consulted his servant, Gehazi.  They realized that she and her husband had no children, 
so Elisha told her that by the next year, she would have a son.  Just as Elisha said, so it took place. 

Several years later, when he had grown up some, the son complained to his father about a 
headache.  His father, not thinking it was too serious, sent him to his mother, who held him for a while.  
At noon, the child died in her arms.  The Shunammite woman took her son and laid him in his bed.  Then 
she went to see Elisha, and she cried and pleaded at his feet for her dead son.  Elisha told Gehazi to go 
on ahead and lay Elisha’s staff over the face of the child; Gehazi obeyed Elisha.  When they arrived at the 
woman’s house, Gehazi emerged from the house and informed them that the child was still dead.  Elisha 
went into the son’s room alone with Gehazi and stretched out over the child twice.  The son was 
brought back to life.  Elisha called for his mother, who bowed before Elisha and embraced her son. 

Elisha continued to perform many miracles in Israel.  During a famine in Gilgal, some men were 
cooking a stew with wild plants.  When they started eating it, they realized they had used poisonous 
gourds.  Elisha miraculously removed the poison.  Another time, he made an ax head float in water. 

Naaman, the commander of the army of Syria, was a mighty man of valor, but he had gotten 
leprosy.  During one of their raids in Israel, the Syrians brought back a young Israeli girl to be Naaman’s 
wife’s servant.  The girl remarked to Naaman’s wife that the man of God in Israel (Elisha) could heal 
Naaman.  Naaman eventually came in contact with Elisha, and he rode his horses and chariot to Elisha’s 
house.  Elisha sent a messenger out to instruct Naaman to wash 7 times in the Jordan River.  Naaman 
was furious about what had happened, and, at first, he was not going to wash.  His servant talked sense 
into Naaman, who then washed in the Jordan River 7 times.  When he emerged, his skin was completely 
clean.  Naaman wanted to repay Elisha, but Elisha accepted nothing.  Gehazi, however, deceived 
Naaman into giving him a reward.  Elisha rebuked Gehazi, and he was punished with leprosy. 

Elisha became a thorn to the king of Syria, Ben-Hadad, because he was able to inform the king of 
Israel regarding what he was doing.  The Syrians surrounded the city of Samaria, where Elisha had been 
living at the time.  They besieged it for so long that the people turned to cannibalism (Deuteronomy 
28:52-57).  Eventually the people were delivered by God, who had scared away the Syrians with the 
sounds of chariots and horsemen.  The Israelites plundered the abandoned camp and had much food. 
 
Lessons/Applications: 

1.) God’s power is limitless; He is able to do far beyond anything we could ever imagine. 
2.) Obedience very often requires humility; in order to be pleasing to God, we must put away pride. 


