
Lesson 4 – 1 Kings 16-18 
 

Text:  1 Kings 16-18; 2 Chronicles 17 
 
Main Characters:  God, Elah, Zimri, Tibni, Omri, Ahab, Elijah 
 
Key Passages:   

- 1 Kings 16:30-33 – Ahab sinned even more than any of the kings before him, introducing Baal. 
- 1 Kings 18:37-39 – In the battle at Mount Carmel, God showed everyone that He is God. 

 
Main Storyline: 

After Baasha died, his son, Elah, became king of Israel.  He had only reigned for about 2 years 
before his servant and commander of half of Israel’s chariots, Zimri, conspired against him and killed him 
and his entire house (in fulfillment of the prophecy by Jehu), usurping the throne.  Seven days later, the 
Israelite army found out about what Zimri had done.  They became angry and appointed Omri, their 
commander, as the new king.  Omri and the rest of the army attacked Zimri’s city, Tirzah.  When he saw 
that hope was lost, he burned his house down on himself.  Both Elah and Zimri were very evil men. 

When Zimri died, half of Israel followed Omri, while the other half followed another man, Tibni.  
Omri and Tibni’s men fought for about 4 years before Omri finally triumphed.  Omri was a very wicked 
man, worse than all of the kings before him.  When he died, his son, Ahab, became king. 

Ahab was an extremely wicked man who was married to an extremely wicked woman, Jezebel 
(the daughter of the king of the Sidonians).  He was the first king to introduce Baal worship to Israel, and 
he built an altar and temple to Baal in the city of Samaria, the capital of the northern kingdom.  During 
his reign, a man, Hiel, rebuilt Jericho, and his oldest and youngest son died as Joshua said (Joshua 6:26). 

Meanwhile, in Judah, Asa had died and his son, Jehoshaphat had become king.  Jehoshaphat 
was a very good king, following the Lord and seeking to follow His commandments.  He removed the 
idols and high places from the land and sent Levites throughout the land to teach the people of God.  
The enemies of Judah became fearful because of their devotion to the Lord, and no one would attack 
Judah.  Jehoshaphat became very strong and wealthy because of his faith in God, but unfortunately, he 
decided to have his son, Jehoram, marry the daughter of Ahab, Athaliah in order to form an alliance. 

God sent a prophet, Elijah, to Ahab, to rebuke him because of his wickedness.  He told Ahab that 
there would be no water in Israel until God commanded it.  This angered Ahab, who tried to kill Elijah.  
God took care of Elijah, however, providing him water by a brook and food by ravens while he hid from 
Ahab.  Later, God told him to stay with a widow in Zarephath.  By miracle, God provided her flour and 
oil.  After a while, her son died, and Elijah called on God, who resurrected the child.  The woman realized 
that Elijah was a true man of God, and that his words were truly from the Lord. 

After about three years, Elijah was told by God to return to Ahab and inform him that rain was 
soon to return to the land.  When Ahab saw Elijah, he called him a troubler of Israel.  Elijah countered 
that he had not troubled Israel, but that Ahab and his father’s house had by forsaking God and following 
the Baals.  Elijah called the Baal prophets to a challenge on Mount Carmel:  they would each prepare a 
sacrifice and see whose god would supply the fire to consume it.  The Baal prophets cried out to their 
god for hours, even cutting themselves, but nothing happened.  Elijah called out to God, and He sent a 
fire which consumed not only the sacrifice, but even the altar itself.  When all the people saw it and 
believed in God, Elijah called for the execution of the prophets of Baal, and all they were killed. 
 
Lessons/Applications: 

1.) God works in our lives, often in very obvious ways, in order to help us to see and know Him. 
2.) We must be careful not to put our trust in anything or anyone besides the Lord; He is God. 


