
Lesson 2 – 1 Kings 12-16 
 

Text:  1 Kings 12-16 
 
Main Characters:  God, Jeroboam, a man of God, Ahijah, Nadab, Baasha 
 
Key Passages:   

- 1 Kings 13:2-3 – The man of God prophesied that Josiah would eliminate the false religion. 
- 1 Kings 13:34 – Jeroboam’s goal was to rid the word of the Lord from Israel for his own gain. 

 
Main Storyline: 

Jeroboam became king of “Israel” (composed of the ten northern tribes of Israel) following 
Rehoboam’s foolish attempt to further oppress the people, and he set Shechem as his capital city.  One 
of Jeroboam’s main concerns was that the people would go back to Jerusalem (in Judah) to worship the 
Lord and, in the process, turn back to following Rehoboam, rebelling against Jeroboam.  Jeroboam 
decided to set up two golden calves in Israel for the people to worship, one each in the cities of Dan and 
Bethel.  He told his people that these calves were the gods that brought the nation from Egypt (similar 
to Exodus 32), and, besides, it was too far to worship in Jerusalem.  He also set up other places for 
idolatrous worship, appointed illegitimate priests, and ordained feasts like the ones in Judah.  Jeroboam 
did everything he could to stop the people from worshipping God in order to keep their allegiance. 

One day, when Jeroboam was in Bethel to make an offering of incense on the altar he had built 
there, a man of God came to him and rebuked him, prophesying that a child, Josiah, would burn the 
idolatrous priests on the altar.  The man of God also said that God would destroy the altar as a sign.  
Jeroboam pointed towards him and shouted for his arrest, but God caused his hand to immediately 
wither so that he could not pull it back.  Just then, the altar split and the ashes poured out, just as the 
man had said.  Jeroboam asked the man to pray that his hand would be restored.  He did so, and it was 
restored immediately.  As the man of God was returning home, an old prophet tricked him into 
disobeying God, so the man was killed by a lion.  Jeroboam never turned back from his sin of idolatry; it 
seems that, though Jeroboam knew the true God, he rejected Him in order to maintain his position. 

Jeroboam’s son, Abijah, had become sick, so he told his wife to disguise herself and ask a blind 
prophet of God, Ahijah, what would become of the child.  In the meantime, God revealed to Ahijah that 
she was coming and some things to tell her.  When she arrived, Ahijah told her that disaster was to fall 
on Jeroboam’s entire house because of his sin.  Further, when she returned to her city, their child was to 
die.  Finally, Ahijah revealed that because of their terrible sins, Israel would eventually be destroyed and 
scattered.  When Jeroboam’s wife returned to her house, the child immediately died. 

Jeroboam died after 22 years of reigning over Israel, and his son, Nadab, came to the throne.  
Nadab was just as wicked as his father was, and he continued in the ways of his father in making Israel 
sin.   As part of the fulfillment of Ahijah’s prophecy, another man, Baasha, conspired against Nadab and 
killed him and his entire household, usurping the throne from Jeroboam’s household.  (Note: this type of 
assassination/conspiracy will be a common occurrence in the kingdom of Israel.  Many different 
households will rule in Israel, while only one household rules in Judah: the house of David). 

Baasha was no better than Nadab or Jeroboam, however, as he continued sinning in the same 
ways as his predecessors.  Similarly to them, a prophet, Jehu, came to him and prophesied that he and 
his household would be destroyed, and his throne would be taken away, just as Jeroboam’s was. 

 
Lessons/Applications: 

1.) Selfishness and greed are two very powerful motivators for disobedience; we must be humble. 
2.) God is to be respected, revered, and obeyed; failure to honor God always results in punishment. 


