
Lesson 1 – 1 Kings 12 
 

Text:  1 Kings 12; 2 Chronicles 10-13 
 
Main Characters:  God, Rehoboam, Jeroboam, Shemaiah, Abijah 
 
Key Passages:   

- 1 Kings 12:12-17 – Rehoboam’s decision to further oppress the people led to Israel’s rebellion. 
- 2 Chronicles 12:14 – Rehoboam was evil because he had not prepared his heart to serve God. 
- 2 Chronicles 13:18 – The kingdom of Judah prevailed because they relied on the Lord. 

  
Main Storyline: 

Following Solomon’s death, Rehoboam (his son with Naamah, an Ammonitess) became king.  All 
Israel went to the city of Shechem, including Jeroboam, who had come back from Egypt after he had 
heard that Solomon had died.  While there, Jeroboam and all the other Israelites asked Rehoboam to 
lighten the load (taxes and forced labor) that Solomon had put on the people.  In exchange, the people 
promised to serve Rehoboam well.  Rehoboam asked the people to return in three days for his decision. 

Rehoboam consulted with his father’s wise men.  They told him that if he served the people, 
they would serve him.  Rehoboam rejected this advice however, deciding to ask his friends who had 
grown up with him.  The young men told him to treat the Israelites worse than his father had in the past. 

Rehoboam took his friends’ advice, and when the people returned on the third day, he informed 
them of his decision.  The people immediately voiced their disagreement and revolted against him (just 
as Ahijah had prophesied), setting Jeroboam as their leader.  Rehoboam sent Adoram, the officer in 
charge of taxation, to try to quell the rebellion, but the Israelites stoned him to death.  Terrified, 
Rehoboam mounted hi s chariot and fled back to Jerusalem.  Israel (northern) remained in rebellion 
against Judah (southern, also including Benjamin, so small that it was often included with Judah). 

At first, Rehoboam planned to subdue to the rebellion by force, but the Lord, through a prophet, 
Shemaiah, warned him not to do so.  Rehoboam obeyed and returned to Jerusalem.  He fortified many 
of the cities in Judah, stocking them with weapons and provisions.  Also, many of the Levites began 
migrating south to Judah from Israel because Jeroboam had abandoned the Lord and instituted many 
idolatrous religions and practices, and few people remained there who still served the Lord.  The Levites 
and the people of Judah set their hearts to seek and obey God, and they were strong for three years. 

After three years, however, Rehoboam and the people abandoned the Lord.  As punishment, 
God allowed Shishak, king of Egypt, to come and pillage many of the cities in Judah.  Shemaiah warned 
Rehoboam that this had happened because of their wickedness.  They immediately repented and 
humbled themselves.  As a result, God decided not destroy them, but still allowed Shishak to take all of 
the treasures in the king’s house and in the temple.  Ultimately, Rehoboam returned to his evil because 
he had not prepared his heart to serve the Lord.  After his death, his son, Abijah, became king of Judah. 

Abijah and Jeroboam warred with each other.  Before one particular battle, Abijah, who had half 
the men of Jeroboam, rebuked Israel for their disobedience and rebellion against God and His kings, the 
house of David.  While this was going on, Jeroboam sent some of his men behind Abijah’s forces to 
ambush them.  When Judah looked around and saw that they were surrounded, they cried out to the 
Lord.  God struck Jeroboam and Israel, allowing Judah to decimate their forces.  Though Abijah did not 
always obey God (1 Kings 15), Judah subdued Israel because of their reliance on Him for their strength. 

 
Lessons/Applications: 

1.) God wants leaders who lead in order to serve, not those who lead selfishly (1 Peter 5:2). 
2.) Our obedience comes from the heart; we must prepare our hearts to seek God (John 14:15). 


