
Lesson 9 – 2 Samuel 18-22 
 

Text:  2 Samuel 18-22 
 
Main Characters:  God, David, Absalom, Joab, Amasa, Sheba, Gibeonites 
 
Key Passages:   

- 2 Samuel 18:14-15 – Joab and 10 of his servants murdered David’s son, Absalom. 
- 2 Samuel 19:43-20:1 – Another rebellion against David arose under the hand of Sheba. 
-   

Main Storyline: 
David prepared for battle with his son, Absalom, by organizing his men by hundreds and 

thousands.  He assigned one-third of his men to Joab, one-third to Abishai, and the remainder to Ittai 
the Gittite.  David planned to join the men in battle, but decided against it after being urged to remain in 
the city by his men.  Before they left, David commanded all of them to deal gently with Absalom. 

 David’s and Absalom’s forces fought with one another, but David’s men prevailed 
overwhelmingly.  About 20,000 of Absalom’s men were killed in the battle with David’s forces.  As 
Absalom was riding around in the forest, his hair became entangled in a tree, preventing him from 
continuing on (the mule simply went on walking without him).  Eventually, Joab and 10 of his servants 
found him hanging from the tree and took the opportunity to kill him.  They took his body and buried it 
under a pile of stones.  When David heard of Absalom’s death, he became so distraught that he did not 
care that the Israelites had won.  Joab rebuked him, pointing out that David cared more about his rebel 
son than all of the men who had just fought for him.  David accepted the counsel and changed his mood. 

The kingdom still sat in disarray due to Absalom’s rebellion, so David arranged to be reinstated 
to the throne.  He asked the men of Judah to help in this, and appointed Amasa, who was his relative 
and ex-commander of Absalom’s army, to be his new commander in place of Joab (perhaps David tired 
of Joab’s continual disobedience and disrespect).  Numerous individuals came to welcome David back. 

Unfortunately, the celebration was short-lived, as the other people of Israel became jealous that 
Judah was selected to bring the king back into Israel from his “exile.”  A man named Sheba led the ten 
tribes of Israel in rebellion against Judah (again).  David quickly called on Amasa to gather the men and 
report back.  When Amasa did not return, David called Abishai to take his personal guard (Joab’s men) 
and to go after Sheba.  By chance, they all met in Gibeon, where Joab took the opportunity to kill Amasa.  
Joab immediately called the people to push onward to the city of Abel, where Sheba was hiding out. 

The people began to siege the city, dismantling its walls.  A woman cried out from the city, 
however, pleading to Joab that they discuss the dispute so as to end it without destroying the city.  Joab 
explained that they would stop the siege if Sheba were delivered to him.  The woman told him to watch, 
as his head would be thrown over the wall shortly.  Just as she said, his head came over, and they all left. 

Later, for three years, there was a famine in the land.  David asked of God, and God told David 
that it was due to Saul’s apparent murder of the Gibeonites, with whom they had made a pact many 
years in the past (Joshua 9).  In order for the famine to end, David had to give seven of Saul’s 
descendents to the Gibeonites to be killed.  Once they were dead, God removed the famine. 

In 2 Samuel 22, a psalm of David is recorded which gives praise to God for his power.  David 
shows in this psalm that he has complete trust in the Lord to deliver him from his enemies.  He 
repeatedly refers to the Lord as his rock, fortress, and deliverer (in many different ways).  

 
Lessons/Applications: 

1.) There are dire consequences to sin which we cannot anticipate; the only solution is to avoid sin. 
2.) We need to learn to rely on the Lord as David often did – sincere and thoughtful prayer will help. 


