
Lesson 10 – 2 Samuel 23-1 Kings 2 
 

Text:  2 Samuel 23-1 Kings 2; 1 Chronicles 21-29 
 
Main Characters:  God, David, Solomon, Joab, Adonijah 
 
Key Passages:   

- 2 Samuel 23:21-24 – David paid for the land; he could not give to God that which cost nothing. 
- 1 Kings 2:1-3 – David’s dying advice to Solomon was focused on his obedience to the Lord. 

 
Main Storyline: 

During David’s reign, there were a few men who had performed such amazing acts of courage 
and skill that he exalted them to an honored place in his army.  The most exalted of the mighty men 
were Josheb-Basshebeth, Eleazar, and Shammah.  Just below these three men in rank was another set of 
three men who were esteemed, but not quite as much as the first three.  Below these was another set 
of thirty men who were just below the second set of three.  Two of the men in this group were Asahel 
(Joab’s brother) and Uriah the Hittite.  Stories of these men are recorded in 2 Samuel 23. 

At some point, Israel sinned, and David gave into Satan’s temptation (see 1 Chronicles 21:1) to 
take count of the soldiers in Israel.  David was rebuked, and God allowed him to choose his punishment:  
famine for 7 years, defeat by his enemies for 3 months, or 3 days of plague.  David chose the plague, as 
he wished to be subject to God’s mercy rather than the hand of men.  As a result of the plague, 70,000 
people died.  This was likely a sin because it was done out of pride or fear and not by command of God; 
there was no logical reason to number the soldiers in Israel (Leviticus 26:3-8; 1 Samuel 14:6). 

The angel of the Lord was about to strike Jerusalem when God stopped the plague, so David 
wished to set up an altar where the angel stood when God stopped him.  David asked the owner of the 
land to sell it to him at full price.  The man told him that he could have the land for free, with oxen and 
wood for the sacrifice besides.  David told him that he would not offer something to the Lord which he 
received for nothing, so he paid for the property in full, built the altar, and made the sacrifices. 

Before his death, David made special effort to prepare for his son, Solomon, to build the Lord’s 
temple.  God had told David that He had chosen Solomon to be the next king and the one to build the 
temple.  He also gave David the specific blueprint for the temple, similar to how the tabernacle was 
planned (2 Chronicles 28: 11-19).  David gathered the materials and craftsmen that would be required.  
He knew that Solomon would become king when he was young and inexperienced, so he tried to make 
as many preparations as possible so that the temple could be grand, suitable to be called God’s house. 

As David grew old and frail, he became bedridden and unable to perform the regular duties of 
the king.  His son, Adonijah, decided to try to claim the throne for himself (David had never disciplined 
him as his father).  Adonijah performed many sacrifices as he proclaimed himself king of Israel, inviting 
many of the royal house and servants.  When David heard of it, he instructed Zadok and Nathan to 
anoint Solomon at once and proclaim that he was the true king.  When this was done, Adonijah and his 
followers became afraid, dispersing immediately.  Solomon spared Adonijah despite his rebellion. 

When David neared death, he gave instructions to Solomon.  He told him to continue serving 
the Lord completely.  He also told him to deal kindly with certain good people and to take vengeance on 
certain evil people.  Solomon obeyed his father, resulting in the deaths of Adonijah, Joab, and Shimei.  

 
Lessons/Applications: 

1.) Giving to God out of abundance (or convenience) is not God’s desire; we must truly sacrifice. 
2.) Of all advice that one could give, the most important is to serve the Lord with all one’s heart. 
3.) We can circumvent the troubles of our ancestors if we take advice and avoid their mistakes. 


