
Lesson 12 – 1 Samuel 8-9 
 

Text:  1 Samuel 8-9 
 
Main Characters:  God, Samuel, Saul, Israelites 
 
Key Passages:   

- 1 Samuel 8:6-7 – The Israelites had rejected God by asking for a king, not Samuel. 
- 1 Samuel 8:19-20 – The Israelites wanted a king so they could be like the nations around them. 

  
Main Storyline: 

As Samuel grew old, he decided to make his sons judges to carry on his work after him.  
Unfortunately, his sons were not righteous men like Samuel.  Instead, they were dishonest, took bribes, 
and perverted justice in all kinds of ways.  The elders of Israel came to Samuel and explained that they 
did not want Samuel’s sons to be judges over them.  Instead, they wanted Samuel to give them a king. 

Samuel became very upset and decided to consult with God.  The Lord answered Samuel and 
told him to listen to the people and to appoint a king over them as they requested.  God reassured 
Samuel that the people had not rejected him, but they had truly rejected God, Himself.  Israel had a 
rebellious heart from the time they were released from Egypt, and this was no surprise.  God told 
Samuel to listen to them and appoint a king, but to warn them about what the king would do to them. 

Samuel went and told Israel what their appointed king would do.  The king would take the best 
of their homes and use it for his own household and his own purposes.  That would include Israel’s 
children, their wealth, their servants, their crops, their animals, and more.  Samuel warned that when 
the people realized how bad the king would be for them, God would not help them because they had 
rejected Him as king.  The people refused to listen to Samuel, and they insisted that he appoint for them 
a king.  They wanted a king who would go out before them and fight their battles for them, and they 
wanted to be like all of the other nations.  Sadly, they did not realize that God was already fighting their 
battles as their king, and that He had purposed them to be a holy nation (Exodus 19:6), not like the 
others.  Samuel told all of this to God, and He told them to make a king for Israel. 

There was a man from Benjamin named Saul who was the son of a mighty warrior named Kish.  
He was a very handsome man, more handsome than any other man in Israel.  He was also the tallest 
man in Israel, head and shoulders above any other man there.  One day, Kish lost a few of his donkeys 
and sent Saul and a servant to find them.  They looked all over the area, but after a while of looking, Saul 
suggested going back so that Kish would not worry about them.  The servant suggested meeting up with 
a “man of God” (Samuel) who lived in a nearby city who could tell them the location of the donkeys. 

They decided to go into the city, and they learned that Samuel was in the process of going up to 
the high place to bless a sacrifice before a feast.  As they went up into the city, they saw Samuel.  God 
had already told Samuel the day before about what was going to happen with Saul, and that he should 
anoint him as king over Israel.  When Samuel saw Saul, God told him that this was the man He was 
talking about.  When Saul came close to Samuel, he asked him where the seer’s (Samuel’s) house was, 
not knowing that Samuel was the prophet.  Samuel told Saul not to worry about the donkeys, and he 
invited him to the feast he was going to attend.  He also hinted to Saul about the great blessing that God 
was going to bestow upon him (kingship).  At the feast, Samuel gave Saul many honors, but Saul seemed 
to be very humble about all that was happening to him. 

 
Lessons/Applications: 

1.) We must place God on the throne of our hearts and not rebel against His commandments. 
2.) We must not seek to be like the people around us; we must be God’s holy nation (1 Peter 2:9). 


