
Lesson 3 – Joshua 8 
 

Text:  Joshua 8 
 
Key Passages:   

- Joshua 8:1 – God reassured Joshua that He had given Ai to the Israelites. 
- Joshua 8:25-27 – Joshua and the Israelites followed God’s commandments. 

 
Main Storyline: 
 After Joshua and all of Israel had eliminated the sin from the camp by killing Achan, per God’s 
direction, they turned their attention again to the city of Ai.  God encouraged Joshua not to be worried 
or afraid about Ai, as He had already given the king of AI, his people, his city, and all his land to the 
Israelites.  He also told Joshua that he was to do with the people of Ai as had been done to the people of 
Jericho: they were all to be killed.  The difference was that, with Ai, the people would be allowed to take 
of the spoils of the battle for themselves. 
 God also gave Joshua instructions for how he was to conquer Ai.  God told Joshua that, instead 
of a straightforward attack, as they had tried before, the Israelites should lay an ambush for the city.  
Part of the army was to approach Ai, inciting the men of Ai to leave the city and attack them, expecting 
the Israelites to flee as they had before.  Then that part of the Israelite army was to run away, drawing 
the army of AI away from the city while the other part of the Israelite army went into Ai and burned it. 

Joshua then prepared the Israelite army for the attack.  He sent 30,000 Israelite soldiers during 
the night to hide on the western side of Ai to be the ambushing force after all of the soldiers of Ai left 
the city to chase the other Israelites.  He took the rest of the soldiers to the north side of the city to 
prepare to “attack.”  The night before the attack, he sent 5,000 more soldiers from the northern side to 
the western side of the city to assist in the ambush. 
 The next morning, the king of Ai saw the Israelites assembling outside the city, and he hurriedly 
gathered the army and went out of the city to fight against Israel, not knowing about the ambush that 
was waiting for the city.  The Israelites pretended to run away, and all of the men of Ai were called to 
pursue them as they ran into the wilderness.  Once the city had been abandoned by all of the men, 
Joshua gave the signal to the ambushing soldiers to attack.  The Israelite ambush party rushed into Ai, 
which was undefended, captured it, and set it on fire. 

Once the men of Ai saw that their city had been taken, they realized that they had been beaten, 
and there was nowhere for them to escape.  Joshua turned the “retreating” army around and they 
began to fight the men of Ai.  The ambush party also came out of the city and helped surround the men, 
preventing any of them from escaping.  The king of Ai was spared death by the sword, but instead he 
was hanged in a tree before burying his corpse under a heap of stones at the gate of Ai.  All of the 
12,000 people that had lived in Ai were killed by the Israelites.  However, the Israelites took the livestock 
and other spoils for themselves, as God had allowed them. 

 Once the area around the coast of the Jordan River was cleared of wicked Canaanites, Joshua 
obeyed the commandments of Moses (Deuteronomy 11, 27-28).  He constructed an altar at Mount Ebal, 
offered sacrifices on it, and inscribed on the stones the Law of Moses (likely the Ten Commandments).  
All Israel was divided, with half in front of Mount Gerazim and half in front of Mount Ebal.  Joshua then 
read all the words of the law to the Israelites (everything Moses had commanded in the law). 
 
Lessons/Applications: 

1.) When God is with us, no one can stand against us (Romans 8:31). 
2.) We cannot be arrogant; rather, we must always rely on God’s wisdom and judgment. 
3.) God can use wickedness to accomplish His ultimate good (Genesis 50:19-21). 


