
Lesson 12 – Ruth 3-4 
 

Text:  Ruth 3-4 
 
Key Passages:   

- Ruth 3:11 – Boaz was willing to marry Ruth because of her well-known goodness and virtue. 
- Ruth 4:6-8 – The close relative demonstrated his selfishness by being unwilling to marry Ruth. 
- Ruth 4:18-22 – The events of Ruth led to the birth of David, and ultimately, to Jesus. 

 
Main Storyline: 

Some time passed, and Ruth continued to glean from the field of Boaz.  One day, Naomi 
revealed to Ruth that she had been thinking about how to help Ruth secure a good life for herself.  She 
reminded Ruth that Boaz was a relative of theirs (this was important because of the rules surrounding 
Levirate marriage in Deuteronomy 25:5-10).  Naomi told her that Boaz was winnowing barley that night 
at the threshing floor.  She instructed Ruth to wash herself, put on her best clothes, and to wait until 
Boaz had finished his meal and had lain down to go to sleep.  Then she was to uncover his feet from the 
blanket, lie down at his feet, and wait for Boaz to tell her what to do.  Essentially, Naomi instructed Ruth 
to ask Boaz to marry her in order to do his duty as near kinsman.  

Ruth obeyed all that Naomi had told her to do.  That night, after he finished working, Boaz ate 
and then lay down to sleep.  When Ruth uncovered his feet and lay at his feet, Boaz became startled and 
asked who was there (it was midnight and hard to see).  Ruth announced herself, and then she asked 
Boaz to take her under his wing (marry her), because he was a close relative.  Boaz blessed her for not 
going after the young men, whether rich or poor (Boaz was apparently somewhat old).  He reassured 
her that he would do as she asked because she was a very virtuous woman, a fact that was well-known 
by everyone.  However, there was another relative that was closer than Boaz, who should have the first 
opportunity to marry Ruth, should he desire.  Ruth stayed at his feet all night, but before dawn, Boaz 
sent her away so that her reputation would not be unfairly harmed.  When she got home, Naomi 
assured Ruth that the matter would be concluded before the end of the day. 

That morning, Boaz sat by the gate until the other close relative came by.  Boaz called him and 
ten elders of the city together to discuss the matter of marrying Ruth and redeeming the land of 
Elimelech.  Boaz described the situation to the close relative, who was willing to buy back Elimelech’s 
land until he learned that, along with the land, he would need to marry Ruth.  The man decided to give 
up his right to Ruth and the land because he did not want to ruin his own inheritance.  This was an 
extremely shameful thing to do (see Deuteronomy 25).  As was the custom, he confirmed this fact by 
taking off his sandal and giving it Boaz.  The people who were there were witnesses to the fact that Boaz 
decided to redeem Ruth and the land, and they all blessed him. 

Boaz then went and took Ruth to be his wife, as he had promised.  God blessed them with a son 
named Obed.  The women of the city told Naomi that she was blessed by God because He had not left 
her without a descendent (speaking of Obed).  They told her that Ruth was better to her than seven sons 
would have been.  Naomi became a nurse to the child and helped to raise him.  Obed grew up to have a 
son named Jesse, who was the father of David.  Ultimately, this line continued all the way through to 
Jesus (Matthew 1), making Ruth part of Jesus’ genealogy. 
 
Lessons/Applications: 

1.) Godliness and righteousness are far more important traits to look for in a mate than beauty, 
wealth, or any other physical characteristic (Proverbs 19:14, Proverbs 31).  

2.) God provides for us even when we do not see Him acting on our behalf (Romans 8:26-28). 
3.) We must look to the good of others before our own good (Philippians 2:1-11). 


