
Lesson 9 – Deuteronomy 29-32 
 

Text:  Deuteronomy 29-32 
 
Key Passages:   

- Deuteronomy 29:4 – Though the people saw the miracles of God and heard his laws, they did 
not always understand the purpose or reasoning of everything that was happening. 

- Deuteronomy 29:18-20 – There is no escape from insubordination to God. 
- Deuteronomy 29:29 – Sometimes we cannot understand God, but still we must follow His laws. 
- Deuteronomy 30:6 – Another reference is made here to the circumcision of one’s heart. 
- Deuteronomy 30:11-14 – God’s commandments are able to be understood by everyone. 
- Deuteronomy 30:19 – The choice: life through obedience to God or death through disobedience. 
- Deuteronomy 31:1-7 – “Be strong and courageous;” God was the one fighting for Israel. 

  
Outline of Arguments: 
 Deuteronomy 29-30 is the final “sermon” that Moses gives to the people in the book of 
Deuteronomy.  He gives further instruction/admonitions in Deuteronomy 31-32, but not in this format. 
 

I. Purpose:  To help Israel to keep the land 
II. “Though you have seen and heard, you still do not understand” (29:1-9) 

a. God had shown them His awesome power in many ways, yet they did not understand (29:4) 
b. Though they did not understand, they still needed to follow and obey His commands (29:9) 

III. God wanted the covenant to last for many generations (29:10-29) 
a. The covenant was made with Israel, present and future (29:10-15) 
b. Those that disobeyed would not escape God’s punishment (29:16-29) 

IV. If the people sinned and repented, God promised to take them back (30:10-29) 
a. God’s commandments are not too hard for anyone to obey (30:10-14) 
b. Everyone can choose life or death by choosing whether or not to obey God (30:15-20) 

 
Main Storyline: 
 Following Moses’ final sermon, he exhorted them to “be strong and of good courage,” 
reminding them that God would always be with them while they obeyed Him.  He wrote down the laws 
and commandments and gave them to the Levites, commanding them to read the law to all Israel every 
seven years.  By doing so, they would be teaching everyone to fear God and they would also be helping 
the children to know and understand the commandments of God. 
 God then spoke to Moses, telling him that after his death, the people would become rebellious 
and forsake Him.  To help try to deal with this situation, God taught Moses a song about what would be 
done to Israel if they did not obey Him.  When he returned from speaking to God, Moses inaugurated 
Joshua as the next leader of Israel.  He also gave a copy of the law to the Levites to keep with the Ark of 
the Covenant as a witness against them.  Following all of this, God told Moses to go up to Mount Nebo 
and prepare to die, as he would not be entering the Promised Land. 
 
Lessons/Applications: 

1.) Though we may not understand God, we must still obey His commandments just the same. 
2.) Even if we are surrounded by good people, if we choose to do evil, we will be punished. 
3.) God’s laws are simple enough for everyone to understand; we have no excuse. 
4.) We must choose life if we want to be blessed; it will not come by accident, but with effort. 
5.) Preachers/teachers must teach, but parents/individuals have the ultimate responsibility. 


