
Lesson 3 – Numbers 22-24 
 

Text:  Numbers 22-24 
 
Main Characters:  God, Balaam, Balak, Israelites 
 
Key Passages:   

- Numbers 22:1-4 – The Moabites are frightened because the Israelites have camped near them. 
- Numbers 22:20 – Balaam was only allowed to say what God wanted him to say. 
- Numbers 23:20-21 – Balaam’s blessing on Israel describes God’s understanding and power. 
- Numbers 24:14ff – Balaam’s final message to Balak seems to be a Messianic prophecy. 

 
Main Storyline: 
 Following the defeat of Sihon and Og, the people continued toward Canaan and camped in the 
plains of Moab on the side of the Jordan River.  Balak, the king of the Moabites, was extremely afraid, as 
he saw the great number of Israelites and had heard of what they had done to the Amorites.  He 
consulted with the elders of Midian, his allies, before asking a soothsayer named Balaam to curse them. 
 The elders of Moab and Midian came to Balaam with money, asking him to curse Israel.  Balaam 
told them that he would need to consult with the Lord that night before going with them (it seems he 
was aware of God as the Israelites were).  God spoke to him that night and told him that he should not 
curse the people, as they were blessed.  So, the next day, Balaam sent the elders back to their land. 
 When Balak heard that Balaam had refused to come, he sent even more princes to try to 
convince Balaam to curse Israel.  Balaam told them that he would consult with the Lord again that night, 
even though God had already told him that he should not go.  God, knowing Balaam desired to go 
despite His instructions, told Balaam to go with the men, but to know that he would only be able to say 
and do that which God told him.  Hearing this, the next day, Balaam started for Moab on his donkey. 
 God was angry that Balaam had gone against His initial instructions and sent an angel to stand 
against him.  The angel, sword drawn, stood in the way of Balaam’s donkey three times, though Balaam 
was not aware of the angel’s presence.  Each time, the donkey saw the angel and did something to avoid 
being killed, and each time, Balaam became very upset and struck the donkey.  The third time Balaam 
struck the donkey, the donkey spoke and rebuked Balaam for striking it, as it had just been trying to do 
good for Balaam.  Then the angel appeared to Balaam and rebuked him as well for disobeying God.  
Balaam repented of his sin, but was told to continue to Moab. 
 When Balaam arrived in Moab, Balak rebuked him for taking so long to arrive.  Balaam told 
Balak that he would only be able to speak what God gave him to say.  The next day, Balak took Balaam 
up to see the Israelites so that he could curse them.  Balaam had Balak prepare seven altars with 
sacrifices.  Balaam then went off to speak with God, who told him what he should say.  Balaam returned 
to Balak and proceeded to speak a great blessing upon Israel, instead of cursing it.  Balak was furious 
and insisted on another attempt.  Balaam agreed, but the second attempt yielded another blessing.  
Balak was again furious, and insisted upon a third attempt.  The third attempt to curse Israel yielded yet 
another blessing upon Israel.  At that point, Balak gave up on cursing Israel.  Before he left, however, 
Balaam gave several prophecies to Balak regarding the futures of nations and, perhaps, the Messiah.  
  
Lessons/Applications: 

1.) We must be aware of physical temptations that will distract us from God’s commandments. 
2.) We must learn to obey God even when we do not like His instructions (Luke 22:42). 
3.) God’s plans will come to pass; man cannot reverse God’s commandments. 
4.) God can use sinful intentions to bring about good for His people (compare with Pharaoh). 


