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Genesis 1-5 – Before the Flood
Genesis 6-8 – The Flood
Genesis 9-11 – Scattering of the Peopleg p
Genesis 12-50 – The Patriarchs

Genesis 12-25 – Abraham
Genesis 25-28 – Isaac
Genesis 28-35 – Jacob

( d )Genesis 36 – Esau (Edom)
Genesis 37-50 – Joseph

Genesis 49:10 – Judah will never lose the 
scepter (until Jesus comes)scepter (until Jesus comes)
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Exodus 1-15 – Escape from Egypt
Exodus 16-18 – Journey to Mount Sinai
Exodus 19 – Covenant made with God
Exodus 20 31 Moses receives God’sExodus 20-31 – Moses receives God s 
commands
Exodus 32-34 – The golden calf incident
Exodus 35-40 – Construction of the 
tabernacletabernacle
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Mostly deals with specific laws for 
the people, including the priests and 
LevitesLevites

One of the main concepts found in 
this book is the holiness of God

An important book, but not critical 
to our “big-picture” look at the story 

f h Old Tof the Old Testament
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Numbers 1-9
Census of the people taken
L f th N it iLaws of the Nazarite vow given
Passover observed for the first time since 
Egypt (marking one year’s passing since 
the Exodus)

Numbers 10-12
The people journey to Kadesh-Barnea
Various murmurings and events along the 
wayway
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Numbers 13
The final chapter in the time period of the 
Exodus
The people are about to go into the land, but p p g
first, some spies must be sent to scout it out
The land is unbelievable, but impossible to take:

“Flowing with milk and honey.”
A cluster of grapes had to be held between two 
men.
F ll f i t d t itiFull of giants and strong cities.

Twelve spies are sent into the Promised Land, 
but only two believe they can take it (Joshua and 
Caleb)
The people become upset, fearful, and lose their 
f ithfaith
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Numbers 14
At this point, the people are very upset and complain 
to Moses and Aaron that they would have been better 
off in Egypt instead of on the way to the Promised 
LandLand.
Israel is on the doorstep of entering Canaan, but has 
lost its faith in God – and must be punished.

Option #1:  God will destroy the people and raise a more 
powerful nation from Moses.  (verses 11-20)
Option #2:  The unfaithful will not see the Promised 
Land (verses 21-24; 26-35)Land (verses 21 24; 26 35)

Israel thinks they can just walk into Canaan – Moses 
warns them not to, and they are driven back. (verses 
40-45)
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This time period begins in Numbers 14 andThis time period begins in Numbers 14 and 
concludes in Joshua 5.

Opens with the children of Israel losing their faith 
and complaining to God about their circumstancesand complaining to God about their circumstances.

It ends when, after 40 years of wandering in the 
wilderness, the people finally reach the Promised 

d i h h h i l dLand with Joshua as their new leader.
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Numbers 16-17
A group of Israelites are upset, feeling that Moses and 
Aaron have taken too much control, and in fact are 
leading the people for their own gain.
This event is commonly known as Korah’s rebellionThis event is commonly known as Korah s rebellion.
Moses challenges Korah and his men to stand before 
God, and allow him to choose who should be a priest 
to Him.
Korah and his followers are punished. (verses 23-35)
In chapter 17, the Lord addresses this problem and 

fi Hi h i f A d th L itreconfirms His choice of Aaron and the Levites as 
priests.
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N b 20Numbers 20
The people once again complain about 
their living conditions (they want water).
Moses is commanded to speak to theMoses is commanded to speak to the 
rock, but he instead chose to hit the rock.
As punishment, he was forbidden from 
entering the Promised Land (verses 7-12).
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Numbers 21
The people once again become very discouraged 

d l i i t th L dand complain against the Lord.
In response, God once again punishes the people 
by sending in fiery serpents to bite and kill them.
Moses is commanded to make a bronze serpent, 
and if anyone looked at it, they would live

Does this sound like something you’ve read in the 
New Testament?  Perhaps a prophecy in John 3?
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Numbers 22-25
These chapters include the story of Balaam, Balak, and 
the immorality of the Israelites.
Balaam is called by Balak to curse the children of Israel 
and uses material things to persuade him to comeand uses material things to persuade him to come.
Balaam is only permitted to speak what the Lord tells 
him.
While on his way, his donkey speaks to him.
When Balaam tries to curse Israel, he ends up blessing 
them, greatly frustrating him and Balak.
E t ll h i t lli B l k tl h t iEventually, he gives up, telling Balak exactly what is 
going to happen with Israel (Numbers 24:15-19)
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Numbers 22-25
In chapter 25, we see that the people of Israel fall 

t th d ti f M bit hi hprey to the seduction of Moabite women, which 
leads them to idolatry (Baalism).
God punishes the people using a plague that is 
eventually stopped, but not before 24,000 
people die to it.
F N b 31 fi d h hi d iFrom Numbers 31, we find that this seduction 
was because of Balaam’s counsel to Balak.
Ultimately, the people that sought to destroy 
Israel are punished, as Israel harasses and attacks 
them through this chapter and in chapter 31.
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Numbers 26-36
Describes some military campaigns in the 
wilderness
Some laws and regulations are given 
toward the end of these chapterstoward the end of these chapters
Another census of the people is taken
Joshua is chosen to lead the people after 
Moses dies in the wilderness (Numbers 
27 12 23)27:12-23)
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Deuteronomy
Meaning of the name is “Second Law” – reallyMeaning of the name is Second Law  really 
a mistranslation of a Hebrew phrase in the 
book

Several of Moses’ speeches and words of 
wisdom are written in this book prior to thewisdom are written in this book, prior to the 
people’s entrance into the Promised Land.

At the conclusion of this book, Moses views 
the Promised Land from Mount Nebo, but 
h dithen dies.
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Deuteronomy
Deuteronomy 12:1-8

Th l h ld tt l d t thiThe people should utterly destroy everything
“Every man doing what is right in his own eyes”

Deuteronomy 31:1-8, 16-23
Moses reminds the people of the Lord’s strength
Public inauguration of Joshua

Deuteronomy 34:1-6Deuteronomy 34:1 6
Moses dies after viewing the Promised Land (v. 4)
Where he was buried was not known by Israel
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Joshua 1-5
Joshua is commanded to be leader of IsraelJoshua is commanded to be leader of Israel 
after spending 39 unmerited years in the 
wilderness.

Joshua accepts the responsibility and prepares 
the people to cross over the Jordan River, to 
take Canaan.

After crossing the river, Israel renews its 
covenant with God and prepares to move intocovenant with God and prepares to move into 
the Promised Land.
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Joshua 1-5
Joshua 2

Two spies are sent into Canaan and told to spy out the 
land, especially Jericho (a very powerful city at the 
time).
The spies are hidden by Rahab the harlot in Jericho in 
exchange for her life when Israel takes the city.
The land has heard of Israel’s exploits and is terrified.

Joshua 3 – Israel crosses over the Jordan River
Joshua 5

The Canaanites are tremendously afraid.
It has been 40 years in the wilderness – Manna ceases.
The Commander of the Lord’s army appears to Joshua

20



Before the Flood
The Flood
Scattering of the People
The Patriarchs
The Exodus
Wandering in the WildernessWandering in the Wilderness
Invasion and Conquest of the Land
The Judges
The United Kingdom
The Divided Kingdom
Judah Alone
The Captivityp y
Return from Captivity
Years of Silence

21


