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Before the Flood
Chapter 1 – Creationp
Chapter 2 – Adam and Eve
Chapter 3 – The fall of man
Chapter 4 – Cain and Abelp
Chapter 5 – Generations of Adam

2



Before the Flood
The FloodThe Flood

Chapter 6 – Noah builds the ark
Chapter 7 – Noah enters the ark
Chapter 8 – Noah exits the arkp
Chapter 9 – God’s covenant with Noah
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Before the Flood
The FloodThe Flood
The Scattering of the People

The Tower of Babel
The Division of Nations (Nationalism)( )

4



Before the Flood
The Flood
The Scattering of the PeopleThe Scattering of the People
The Patriarchs
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This time period covers the remainder 
of Genesis (chapters 12-50), and 
describes the lives of the men we aredescribes the lives of the men we are 
very familiar with:  Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob.

During this time period we see moreDuring this time period, we see more 
of God’s plan for man’s redemption 
unfolding through the lives of these 
men.
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Overview of the chapter contents
Genesis 12-25 – Abraham
Genesis 25-28 – Isaac
Genesis 28-35 – Jacob
Genesis 36 – Esau
Genesis 37-50 – Joseph
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Genesis 12-25 – Abraham
Genesis 12-13 – Abram’s Journey to y
Canaan
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Genesis 12-25 – AbrahamGenesis 12 25 Abraham
Genesis 12-13 – Abram’s Journey to Canaan – Genesis 12:1-7

Abram commanded to leave his country and go where God wanted him to go (the land of Canaan)
God makes specific promises to Abram

“I will make you a great nation”
“To your descendants, I will give this land”
“In you, all families of the earth will be blessed”

Why does God give Abraham these promises?  Up to this point, we have not seen anything special about 
Abraham.

Note:
-Why would it have been hard for Abraham to leave?  Why would it have been easy for him to stay?  What 
evidence do we have of Abraham’s great faith?

-no argument, just obedience
-His age, how long he had lived there
-Abraham’s family influence (Joshua 24:2)
-Compare being a nomad in a strange land to being a rich man in a well-established, progressive, 
prosperous city, as Ur was (archeology, writing system, mathematics, school systems, etc.)

Also compare Abraham’s reaction to God’s commands (and the outcome) to the people’s reaction to the 
command to fill the whole earth (and the outcome).  Note:  God’s will is always done.

The promises themselves:
-Nation: The nation of Israel (in Egypt)
-Land: Canaan
-Seed promise: Jesus (Acts 3:25, Galatians 3:8, 16-18) – goes back to promise in the Garden, blessing to Shem

Why did God need Abraham to leave?  He needed to get away from the idolatrous nations in order to establish 
a new, separate nation.  (Separation from the evil nations)

Note that the rest of the story of the Bible will deal with the fulfillment of these promises to Abraham

Abram builds an altar to God;  God is first in his life.;
Abram goes to Egypt (because of the famine) and lies about Sarai to the Egyptians.
Abram and Lot separate from each other.
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Genesis 12-25 – Abraham
Genesis 12-13 – Abram’s Journey to Canaan
Genesis 14 – Abram Rescues Lot; Melchizedek

Lot is captured in a war among the kings of the area.
On their way back home, after being rescued by Abram, they meet 
Melchizedek, who has brought them food.

l hi d k i l i d i hMelchizedek is only mentioned in three passages.
Genesis 14:18-20
Psalm 110:4
Hebrews 7  (read v. 1-10)

Connections between Melchizedek and Jesus?
“king of righteousness” v 2- king of righteousness  – v.2

-Salem means “peace” – king of peace – v.2
-Not a priest because of his lineage, but specially appointed by 
God
-Melchizedek was “better” than Abraham, because A. gave M. 
tithes, and M. blessed Abraham.

Clearly, he is a foreshadowing of Jesus.  (though is not some 
supernatural figure, note that Melchizedek was a “man”, v.4)
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Genesis 12-25 – Abraham
Genesis 12-13 – Abram’s Journey to Canaan
Genesis 14 – Abram Rescues Lot; Melchizedek
Genesis 15 – God’s covenant with Abraham

We see the importance of faith in this critical passage (v.1-6)
Note:

3-Romans 4:3
-Galatians 3:6
-James 2:23
-Hebrews 11:8-10
 Notice the focus on faith (the heart)  Continues on in scripture (as 
we have just pointed out)

God reveals the fate of Abraham’s children  (in Egypt) – children he 
would never see (v.12-16)

They will live in a strange land and be oppressed there.
The oppressors will be judged (punished) by God.
Abraham’s children will emerge with great wealth.
They will take Canaan from the wicked peoples there.They will take Canaan from the wicked peoples there.

We can have faith in God’s promises as Abraham did.
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G i 12 25 Ab hGenesis 12-25 – Abraham
Genesis 12-13 – Abram’s Journey to Canaan
Genesis 14 – Abram Rescues Lot; Melchizedek
Genesis 15 – God’s covenant with Abraham
Genesis 16 – Ishmael is Born
Genesis 17 – Covenant of Circumcision

*Another covenant is made between God and man here (v.1-11)
Everlasting means “indefinite” (see Exodus 21:6)

*God changes Abram’s and Sarai’s names

-Abram (exalted father)  Abraham (father of multitudes)
-Sarai (princely?)  Sarah (princess)

*Note that this covenant only applied to the promises regarding the land and nation, not the 
spiritual blessings (the seed promise is not mentioned)

(i.e. circumcision is not necessary to reap the rewards of the spiritual blessing, as some Jews 
contested)

*A son is promised to Abraham through Sarah.  (Isaac laughter)

Note Nicodemus in John 3:1-10 (and you are a teacher? Etc.)
Genesis 17:13 – born by flesh and spirit simultaneously, Psalm 22:22-31 (points to a people 
who would be “born again”), Galatians 4:29 (comparison between Sarah/Hagar and their 
hild )children)
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G i 12 25 Ab hGenesis 12-25 – Abraham
Genesis 12-13 – Abram’s Journey to Canaan
Genesis 14 – Abram Rescues Lot; Melchizedek
Genesis 15 – God’s covenant with Abraham
Genesis 16 – Ishmael is Born
Genesis 17 – Covenant of Circumcision

Genesis 18-19 – destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah
Genesis 20 – Abraham and AbimelechGenesis 20 Abraham and Abimelech
Genesis 21 – Isaac is born
Genesis 22 – Isaac is to be sacrificed

Abraham exercised faith in God numerous times throughout his life
He left Ur by faith (Genesis 12)
He believed God when he was promised descendants as the stars, even as his wife was barren 

and did not yet have a son
He believed God when the covenant of circumcision was established
Even now, as he is about sacrifice his son, Abraham has faith in God, (faith is often thought of 

as blind, but Abraham is logical, reasonable) (Hebrews 11:19)
James sees this as the pinnacle of Abraham’s faith (James 2:21-23)

Faith can be held in one’s heart, but it must lead to obedience before it is valuable.  This is a point 
stressed over and over in scripture (even the demons believe!)

Note – Moriah means “to see”, or literally “shown of Jehovah” (Genesis 22:2); it is possible that this is 
th l th t th t l t t d (2 Ch i l 3 1)the same place that the temple was constructed (2 Chronicles 3:1)

Genesis 24 – A wife is found for Isaac – Rebekah
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Genesis 12-25 – Abraham
Genesis 25-28 – IsaacGenesis 25 28 Isaac

Genesis 25 – Jacob and Esau are born
“The older shall serve the younger.”
Esau sells his birthright to Jacob
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Genesis 12-25 – Abraham
Genesis 25-28 – Isaac

Genesis 25 – Jacob and Esau are born
Genesis 26 – The promises of Abraham repeated to 
Isaac (Genesis 26:1-5)Isaac (Genesis 26:1 5)

Genesis 27 – Isaac tricked into blessing Jacob

Genesis 28 – Jacob sent away, receives God’s blessings 
(Genesis 28:10-22)

Repetition of the promises
The significance of Bethel (Luz)

See Genesis 12:8, eventually 1 Kings 12:29 (Jeroboam’s 
calves)calves)
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Genesis 12-25 – Abraham
Genesis 25-28 – Isaac
Genesis 28-35 – Jacob

Genesis 29 – Jacob works for Laban’s daughters
Genesis 32 – Jacob wrestles with “a Man”

No longer to be called Jacob, but Israel
S l i h “ h ”Speculation that “the Man” was Jesus
A turning point in Jacob’s life, as he has changed from being a deceiver 
to one who relies on God
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Genesis 12-25 – Abraham
Genesis 25-28 – Isaac
Genesis 28 35 JacobGenesis 28-35 – Jacob

Genesis 29 – Jacob works for Laban’s
daughters
Genesis 32 – Jacob wrestles with “a Man”

d k ll hGenesis 34 – Simeon and Levi kill the men 
of Shechem (note that Dinah is their 
sister)
Genesis 35 – Isaac dies and is buried
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G i 12 25 Ab hGenesis 12-25 – Abraham
Genesis 25-28 – Isaac
Genesis 28-35 – Jacob
Genesis 36 – Esau (Edomites)
Genesis 37-50 – Joseph

Genesis 37 – Sold into slavery in Egypt by his brothers
Genesis 39 – Potiphar’s wife tempts Joseph
Genesis 40-41 – Joseph foretells seven years of famine
Genesis 42-50 – The family of Israel moves to Egypt where it is able to buy food and live comfortablyGenesis 42 50 The family of Israel moves to Egypt, where it is able to buy food and live comfortably

God’s will is being done – faithfulness is required

Genesis 49 – Blessing of Jacob’s sons

Reuben – should have been firstborn (Genesis 35:22, 1 Chronicles 5:1) – does not receive the pre-
eminence 
Simeon and Levi – were next in line, but because of their violence to Shechem, lost their pre-eminence 
as well (both are scattered in Israel, Simeon among Judah, and Levi among all)
Judah – Messianic promise (verse 10) – Shiloh (peace) was where the tabernacle was placed (Joshua 
18:1), so it was a sort of capital…however at that point, there had not been a king.
In fact, it seems that Shiloh was destroyed before a king was crowned (Jeremiah 7:12), during the days 
of Eli, when the ark had been taken.
Literally, this makes no sense, however, when we understand that this is pointing us to Jesus, it makes 
complete sense.

Th Bibl ti t i t t JThe Bible continues to point us to Jesus.
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Before the Flood
The Flood
Scattering of the People
The Patriarchs
The Exodus
Wandering in the WildernessWandering in the Wilderness
Invasion and Conquest of the Land
The Judges
The United Kingdom
The Divided Kingdom
Judah Alone
The Captivityp y
Return from Captivity
Years of Silence
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